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PREFACE.

THE following Memoirs on the Ruins of Babylon
were first published, many years ago, under the
direction of Sir James Mackintosh. The edition
having become exhausted, and another seeming to
be called for, the Editor ha.s ‘undertaken the present
work, and has endeavoured to add to it whatever
might be likely to render it as complete as circum-
stances would admit of. - For this purpose an In_
troduction has been prefixed, giving a general view
of the history of Babylon; and an Appendix sub-
joined, containing extracts from the authors referred

to in the Memoirs.

It has likewise been suggested to the Editor,
that the Journal, from which the Memoirs were com-
posed, might prove a valuable addition to the work.
This Journal, or perhaps, more correctly, these
Notes of a Journal, are very short; but still a

Journal is somewhat more animated, from its very
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nature, than a topographical memoir can possibly
be; and it may assist the imagination of the Reader
in forming to himself some general idea of these
ruined heaps, while examining the minuter details

and measurements contained in the Memoir.

In order, likewise, to assist thé Reader in fol-
lowing the Second Memoir, the Editor has obtained
permission from the Council of the Society of Anti-
quaries to republish in this work Major Rennell’s
Remarks on. the Topography of Babylon, sug-

gested by Mr. Rich’s observations and discoveries.

The plates by which the present volume is illus-
trated have been newly executed by that very in-
genious artist, Mr. Williams, from Mr. Rich’s original
sketches.

The second part of this volume, relating to Per-
sepolis, is new. The Journal, some portion of which
has already appeared in the latter part of Mr. Rich’s
work on Koordistan, is only given to serve as an
explanation to the arrow-headed inscriptions which
were copied by Mr. Rich at Persepolis, and are now
published for the first time.

It is hoped that these inscriptions may prove of
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use in the progress which appears, at length,
to be making in deciphering this hitherto unknown
character, both by some learned foreigners*, and by
Major Rawlinson, an English officer in Persia, who
thinks that he has deciphered an inscription of great
length, recording the conquest of Darius the
Younger.

In a work of this nature the writer has necessarily
been much indebted to others, and is happy to have
this opportunity of acknowledging her obligations to
Sir R. H. Inglis, Bart.; the Hon. Mounstuart
Elphinstone; General Briggs; Colonel Chesney ;
and William Erskine, Esq.; who have most kindly
afforded her such assistance and information as she

requested of them.

Notting-hill, January 12th, 1839.

* The labours of Raske, Grotefend, and St. Martin, have
been some time before the public. Since that time the German
traveller Schulz made copies of some inscriptions near Hamadan,
which were submitted to M. Burnouf, a French savant, who is
equally skilled in Greek, Sanscrit, and Zend ; and he has written an
essay on Schulz’s inscription ; and, by an examination with other
inscriptions, he has framed a Zend alphabet of the cuneiform
character.

Lassen, a countryman of Burnouf, and who is likewise a good
Sanserit and Zend scholar, has also read and translated these tablets;
and his alphabet is said not to differ much from Burnouf’s. Burnouf
has printed a work, in two volumes, called “ Commentaries on the
Yegna,” on the same subject,
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INTRODUCTION.

SOME ACCOUNT OF BABYLON, BEFORE AND SINCE
HER DESTRUCTION.

IN re-publishing Mr. Rich’s Account of the Ruins of
Babylon, as they existed when he visited them in the
year 1811, it has been thought desirable to prefix a
sketch of some of the leading circumstances con-
nected with the history of that celebrated city.

Many circumstances combine to make this rather
a difficult task to the Editor, and one which must
necessarily be very imperfectly executed.

The present account, which is drawn up from
a very interesting Memoir on the subject of Ba-
bylon by M. de St. Croix, that appeared in the
“Mémoires de 1’Academie des Inscriptiohs” in
the year 1789, and is referred to by Mr.
Rich, will enable the reader to follow the his-

tory of this city through many ages. The Editor
a
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has added, from other sources, some further particu-
lars, which seemed requisite in.order to complete
the account; but has endeavoured to make the
whole as concise as was possible, consistently with
the object in view, which was to revive the recollec-
tions of some readers, to supply information to others,
and to assist the traveller in the East, who can rarely
carry many books of reference about with him.

The first mention we find in history of Babylon,
or Babel, is in the Bible. In the tenth chapter of
Genesis, at the tenth verse, speaking of Nimrod, it
is added, “and the beginning of his kingdom was
Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh in the
land of Shinar.”*

It is surely worthy to be observed that little if any
further notice is taken of this great city in the
Sacred Volume, until the time of its connexion
with the history of the Jewish people, and, even
then, our attention is chiefly directed to the punish-
ment and ruin that are about to fall upon it for its
wickedness. During this interval it had become the
splendid capital of a most powerful empire—the
teacher of other nations in every kind of knowledge
—the mistress of the world in arts and sciences, and
civilization! But all these things, so great in the
eyes of men, are passed by in silence, or slightly re-
ferred to in the Bible, that History of Nations, written

* This is supposed to have been about 2300 years before Christ,
or about 1300 years after the creation of the world.
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by God, who there points out to us what He ac-
counts of importance in history, and what insignifi-
cant. He tells us that the advancement of nations
in civilization and knowledge are nothing in- His
sight, unless there be a corresponding advancement
in reverence, and obedience, and love to Himself,
and in true loving-kindness among men, to each
other. It would be well for mankind if they
would but look upon things truly, as they bear upon
the wonderful history of man which is eternal ;
and they would be much helped in so doing, if they
observed how these things are spoken of by the
Creator and Father of Men.*

Of Babylon—that glory of kingdoms, that beauty
of the Chaldees’ excellency, that city so great among
the nations of the earth—He speaks only with in-
dignation—for having striven against Him; for
having been proud against Him; for having been
unmerciful ; for having been given up to plea-
sure; for dwelling carelessly; for saying, “I shall
not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss
of children.”t Her wisdom and her knowledge,
God says, perverted her ; her enchantments and the
multitude of her sorceries made her brutish, and

* A very remarkable book has lately been published, entitled,
“The French Revolution,” by Thomas Carlyle, which contains
a most powerful unveiling of this #rue history, and sweeps
away all the unrealities and falsehoods with which men endeavour to
delude themselves. This work is, surely, a great gift to men, in this
day of confusion and perplexity. May it prove a word of warning,
and not of prophecy, to England !—Eb.

 Isaiah, chap. xlvii.

a2
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she said in her heart, ¢ I am, and none else beside
me.”’*

In order to obtain any details concerning this
great first sample of man’s mighty works, by which,
during so many ages since, he has been dazzled and
intoxicated, notwithstanding the warning thus early
given him by his faithful Creator, we must have
recourse to other sources, which, however, are very
abundant, for Babylon appears to have been an
object of admiration to all the ancients. By some
of the ancient authors the building of Babylon is
attributed to Semiramis,} who probably embel-
lished, or enlarged it, and hence got the name of
being its founder.

The principal works which rendered it so famous
were the walls of the city, the palaces, quays. and
the bridge, the lake, banks, and canals; the hang-
ing gardens, and the Temple of Belus. The city
stood on a large and very fertile plain. The walls
were 87 feet thick, 350 in height, and in compass
480 furlongs, or 60 English miles. They were all
built of large bricks, cemented together with bitu-
men. A trench, deep, wide, and full of water,
surrounded the city. « It is proper,” says Hero-
dotus, “* that I should say in what manner the earth
removed from the trench was disposed of, and how

* Jeremiah, chaps. 1., 1.

+ Herodotus tells us that she raised an embankment worthy of
admiration through the plain, to confine the river Euphrates, which
heretofore often spread over that level country like a lake.
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the wall was constructed. The earth, as fast as it
was removed from the trench, was converted into
bricks, and baked in furnaces; when thus pre-
pared, melted bitumen was used instead of mortar,*
and between every thirtieth course of bricks there
was a layer of reeds. The sides of the trench were
first lined with brick-work, and then the wall raised
in the manner described.” The gates, ‘of which
there were 25, were all made of solid brass.t At
different intervals between these gates were towers,
said to have been 10 feet higher than the walls.

The reader is probably aware that some of the
ancient authors describe the walls of Babylon as
being drawn round the city in the form of a square ;
and that 25 streets, each 15 miles long and 150 feet
broad, went in straight lines to the 25 gates, whieh
were directly over against them, on the opposite
sides, so that the whole number of the streets were
50, whereof 25 went one way and 25 the other,
directly crossing each other at right angles. And
besides these there were also four half streets, which
had houses only on one side, and the wall on the
other ; these went round the four sides of the city
next the walls, and were each of them 200 feet
broad. By these streets thus crossing each other,
the whole city is described as cut out into 676
squares, each of which was four furlongs and a half
on every side, that is, two miles and a quarter in

* See Mr. Rich's observations on Gen. xi. 3, in the “ Memoir on
the Ruins of Babylon,” p. 98. + Isaiah xlv. 2.
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circumference. Round these squares, on every side,
towards the streets, stood the houses (which were
not contiguous, but had void spaces between them),
all built three or four storeys high, and beautified
with all manner of ornaments towards the streets.
‘The space within, in the middle of each square, was
likewise all void ground, employed for gardens, &ec.,
so that Babylon was greater in appearance than
reality ; near one half of the city being taken up in
gardens and other cultivated lands, as we are told by
Quintus Curtius.

The ancient authors differ as to the number of
royal palaces in Babylon. Herodotus mentions only
one,* but other authors speak of two, which they
describe as situated at the two ends of the bridge,
having a communication with each other by means
of a tunnel, built under the channel of the river.
The old palace, which stood on the east side of the
river, was three miles and three-quarters in compass,
near which stood the Temple of Belus. The new
palace, which stood on the west side of the river,
opposite to the other, was seven miles and a half in
compass. It was surrounded with three walls, one
within the other, with considerable spaces between
them. These walls, as also those of the other palace,
were embellished with a variety of sculptures.

* His words are, “ In the centre of each portion of the city is ;An
enclosed space ; the one occupied by tke royal palace, a building of
vast extent and great strength; in the other stands the Temple of

Belus with its brazen gates, remaining in my time.”—Herod. (Tay-
lor's Translation), p. 86.
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In the last, or new palace, were the hanging gar-
dens. They contained a square of 40 feet on every
side, and were carried up aloft into the air, in the
manner of several large terraces, one above another,
till the height equalled the walls of the city. The
ascent was from terrace to terrace, by stairs 10 feet
wide. The whole pile was sustained by arches
raised upon other arches, one above another, and
strengthened by a wall, surrounding it on every
side, of 22 feet in thickness. On the top of the arches
were first laid large, flat stones, 16 feet long, and
4 broad ; over these was a layer of reeds, mixed with
a great quantity of bitumen, upon which were two
rows of bricks, closely cemented together with
plaster. The whole was covered with thick sheets
of lead, upon which lay the mould of the garden.
And all this floorage was contrived to keep the
moisture of the mould from running away through
the arches. The mould or earth laid hereon was so
deep that the greatest trees might take root in it;
and with such the terraces were covered, as well as
with all other plants and flowers that were proper to
adorn a pleasure-garden. In the upper terrace there
was an engine, or kind of pump, by which water
was drawn up out of the river, and from whence the
whole garden was watered. In the space between
the several arches upon which this whole super-
structure rested, were large and magnificent apart-
ments, that were very light, and had the advantage
of a beautiful prospect. But by far the greatest and
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most interesting work at Babylon was the Temple
of Belus,* which is said by some authors to have
stood near the old palace. Herodotus, who men-
tions only one, describes the Temple of Belus as
standing in an enclosed space, in the centre portion
of the city, opposite to the palace. <« Itis,” says
Herodotus, ‘“ a square structure, each side measures
two stadia. Within the enclosure is erected a
solid tower, measuring a stadium both in width
and depth; upon this tower is raised another and
another, making eight in all. The ascent is by a
path which is formed on the outside of the towers.
Midway in the ascent is a resting-place, furnished
with easy chairs, in which those who ascend repose
themselves. On the summit of the topmost tower
stands a large temple, and in this temple is a great
couch, handsomely fitted up, and near it stands a
golden table. No statue whatever is erected in the
temple. Within the precincts of the Temple of
Belus,” adds the same author, * there is a smaller
edifice on the ground, within which there is an im-
mense golden statue of Jupiter in a sitting posture ;
around the statue are large tables, which, with the
steps and throne, are all of gold, and, as the Chal-
deans affirm, contain 800 talents of gold. Without

* The meaning of Belus is Heaven, God, or Lord, says M. de
St. Croix. Upon which he observes, “ The inhabitants of Meso-
potamia had not always been idolaters; and though they became
such, they for a long time acknowledged the supremacy of the God of
Nachor, and of Abraham.”
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this edifice is a golden altar; there is also another
altar of great size, on which are offered full-grown
animals. Upon the golden altar it is not lawful
to offer any sacrifices, except sucklings. Once in
every year, when the festival of this god is cele-
brated, the Chaldeans burn upon the greater altar
1000 talents of frankincense. There was also, not
long since, in this sacred enclosure, a statue of gold,
12 cubits in height; at least, so the Chaldeans
affirmed. I did not myself see it. This figure
Darius Hystaspes would fain have taken, but dared
not execute his wishes. But his son Xerxes, not
only took it, but put to death the priest who endea-
voured to prevent its removal.* Such was the mag-
nifience of this temple, which contained also many
private offerings.”+

Among the stupendous works of Babylon, de-
scribed by ancient authors, none seem to have excited
more wonder and admiration than those for the pre-
servation of the city from the effects of the inun-
dations of the Euphrates, which, during the summer
months, or after the melting of the snows on the
mountains of Armenia, overflows its banks, from the
very great increase of waters which run into it at
that season.

To prevent the damage which both the city and

* According to the calculation which Diodorus makes of the
riches contained in this temple, the sum total amounted to above
21 millions sterling.

+ Herodotus. (Taylor's Translation, p. 87.)
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the country received from these inundations, there
were cut, at a very considerable distance above the
town, two artificial canals, which turned the course
of these waters into the Tigris before they reached
Babylon. And to secure the country yet more from
the danger of inundations, and to keep the river
within its channel, prodigious banks were raised on
both sides of the river, built with bricks cemented
with bitumen,* which began at the artificial canals,
and extended below the city.

To facilitate the making of these works, it was
necessary to turn the course of the river another
way, for which purpose, to the west of Babylon, was
dug a prodigious artificial lake, 40 miles square,
160 in compass, and 35 deep. Into this lake was
the whole river turned by an artificial canal, cut
from the west side of it, till the whole work was
finished, when it was made to flow in its former
channel. But that the Euphrates in the time of its
increase might not overflow the city, through the
gates on its banks, this lake with the canal was still
preserved. The water received into the lake at the
time of these overflowings was kept there all the
year, as in a common reservoir, for the benefit of the
country, to be let out by sluices, at all .convenient
times, for the watering the lands below it. The

* Herodotus says, “ Eight days’ journey from Babylon is a city
named Is, near which runs a small river of the same name, dis-
charging itself into the Euphrates. This river brings down with its
waters clots of bitumen in large quantities. From this source was
derived the bitumen used in cementing the walls of Babylon.”
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lake was thus made equally useful in defending the
country from inundations, and in rendering it more
fertile.

Herodotus attributes these magnificent and useful
works to the two queens, Semiramis and Nitocris,
between whose reigns there was an interval of five (
generations. He tells us that Semiramis raised an
embankment worthy of admiration through the plain,
to confine the river, which heretofore often spread
over the level like a lake ; and Nitocris, he adds, left
monuments, some of which he proceeds to describe.
¢ Seeing the Medes already possessed of extensive
empire, and restlessly extending their power, by
taking city after city, among which was Nineveh,
she resolved in good time to secure herself against
them in the best manner possible. In the first
place, therefore, as the river Euphrates ran in a
straight course through the city, she formed exca-
vations at a distance above it, by which means its
course became so tortuous, that it three times passed
a certain town of Assyria, called Ardericca: travel-
lers from our sea,* in descending the Euphrates
towards Babylon, three times arrive at that town
in the course of three days. She also raised both
banks of the river to an amazing height and thick-
ness. At some distance above Babylon, and near

* Persons from this sea, the Mediterranean, that is, travellers from
Greece.
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the river, she dug a reservoir in the marsh, of such
depth as to drain it. The width of this excavation
was such as to make its circuit 420 stadia. The
earth removed from it was taken to raise the banks
of the river: this done, she brought stones, with
which the sides of the lake were lined. Both these
works, the diverting of the river and the reservoir,
were formed with the intention of rendering the
current less rapid by its many windings, which broke
its force, and, at the same time, made the navigation
more circuitous; so that those who descended to-
wards Babylon by water might have a long circuit
around the lake.

“ The city being divided into two portions by the
river in former times, whoever wished to pass from
the one to the other was obliged to take a boat,
which manifestly was a great inconvenience. This
defect she supplied: when she had dug the lake in
the marsh, she availed herself of the occasion to con-
struct another monument also by which her fame
will be perpetuated. She caused stones of great
magnitude to be hewn; and when they were ready,
the lake being empty, she turned the waters of the
Euphrates into it, which, as it filled, left the old
channel dry. Then she both lined the sides of the
river and the descents from the gates with burnt
bricks, in like manner as the city walls; and with
the stones already mentioned she constructed, as near
the middle of the city as possible, a bridge, binding
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the stones together with iron and lead. During the
day planks of wood were extended from pier to pier,
so as to form a pathway; they were withdrawn at
night, to prevent the people from passing over to
plunder each other. This bridge was, as we have
said, formed by withdrawing the water of the Eu-
phrates into the artificial lake : when completed, the
river was restored to its ancient channel; the pro-
priety of this mode of proceeding then became ap-
parent, by means of which the citizens obtained the
accommodation of a bridge.”

The luxury and wealth of the Babylonians seem to
have corresponded with the magnificence of their city.
Herodotus gives a striking proof of the very great
fertility of the soil of the surrounding country. He
says, ““ All the countries under the great king are
divided into parts to supply provisions for his house-
hold and his army, each part furnishing food for one
month. Now, the region of Babylonia is charged
with the supply for four months out of the twelve;
the remaining eight months being provided for by
the whole of Asia. Thus it appears that this As-
syrian region, in produce, bears the proportion of
one-third to the entire extent of Asia.* The govern-
ment of this region is by far the richest of all the
provinces. Little rain falls in Assyria, but the corn
receives its supply at the root, being fed with water
for its nourishment from the river till the ear is

* The Persian dominions in Asia. .
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ripened. This fertilization does not take place, as in
Egypt, by the river overflowing the fields, but the
lands are irrigated by the hand or by pumps; for
the whole region of Babylonia is, like Egypt, every-
where intersected by canals. The largest of these
canals is navigable, and, turning towards the south-
east, connects the Euphrates with another river, the
Tigris, on which Nineveh stood. This region is, of
all lands we know, the richest in the gifts of Ceres ;
but it does not afford any produce from such trees
as the fig, the vine, or the olive. Yet so favourable
is the soil to the growth of corn, that it ordinarily
yields two hundred fold, and sometimes three hun-
dred. 'The leaves both of the wheat and barley in
this region are four fingers broad. As for millet
and sesame (Indian corn), the plant becomes a tree
of such magnitude, that, though I have personal
knowledge of the fact, I forbear to mention its size,
feeling assured that to those who have never visited
the province of Babylonia, what I have already said
of its produce will appear incredible. They use no
oil, except that which is made from sesame. Palm-
trees grow throughout the plain, which for most part
bear fruit, and from this fruit is prepared a kind of
bread, as well as wine and honey.”

Having thus it is hoped given the reader some
idea of Babylon, during the time of her prosperity,
it may be well to begin the description of her decay,

with some of those passages in Scripture where it
had long been foretold :—
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“And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the
beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be as
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah! it shall
never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in, from
generation to generation, neither shall the Arabian
pitch his tent there, neither shall the shepherds
make their fold there ; but wild beasts of the desert
shall lie there, and their houses shall be full of dole-
ful creatures, and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs
shall dance there, and the wild beasts of the islands
shall cry in the desolate houses, and dragons in their
pleasant palaces ; and her time is near to come, and
her days shall not be prolonged *”

In the succeeding chapter, the fall of the last King
of Babylon is announced. The cedars of Lebanon
are supposed to rejoice over his destruction—** Since
thou art cut down no feller is come up against us.”
Upon his arrival in the place of departed spirits, all
the chief men of the earth, the kings of the nations,
come forward to meet him. At the sight of him
they exclaim, “ Art thou, also, become weak as we:
art thou become like unto us? Is thy pomp brought
down to the grave? the noise of thy viols?—the worm
is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee.
How art thou fallen from heaven! oh, Lucifer, son
of the morning! How art thou cut down to the
ground, which didst weaken the nations! - For thou
hast said in thy heart, I will ascend into heaven,

~ * See Isaiah, chap. xiii.
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I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. I
will sit, also, upon the mount of the congregation.
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds. I
will be like the Most High! Yet, thou shalt be
brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. They
that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and
consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made
the earth to - tremble, that did shake king-
doms?” *

Then, in the 22nd verse, the Prophet turns from
the King to the people, and says, “I will rise up
against them, saith the Lord of Hosts, and cut off
from Babylon the name, and remnant, and son, and
nephew, saith the Lord. I will also make it a pos-
session for the bittern, and pools of water; and I
will sweep it with the besom of destruction, saith the
Lord of Hosts. The Lord of Hosts hath sworn,
saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to
pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.”t

* M. de St. Croix's paraphrase of this passage is very striking:—
*“The princes and great men advance in the place of departed spirits
to meet him. At sight of him they exclaim, Art thou really fallen
from thine exalted throne, where thou didst shine like the morning
star in the heavens—what arm has been strong enough to make him
lick the dust, who was the terror and the scourge of nations > Thou
saidst in thy heart, I shall mount above the clouds. I will elevate
myself up to heaven. I will establish my throne above the stars; and
I will walk beside the Most High. In the midst of thy projects of
ambition, thou hast been precipitated into the grave !”

+ Isaiah, chap. xiv. Thus rendered by M. de St. Croix,—*The
Almighty has spoken: I will extinguish the very name of Babylo-
nian, and the posterity even to the last remnant of this hateful race.
The place of their abode will I give over to birds of prey and reptiles.
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Jeremiah * repeats this prophecy, with some addi-
tional circumstances.t

The Psalmist, in addressing Babylon, says,j « O,
daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy
shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served
us. Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy
little ones against the stones.” §

A marsh shall occupy its place, and an abyss shall swallow it up in
everlasting forgetfulness.”

* Jeremiah, 1, li.

+ Upon which M. de St. Croix observes, that Jeremiah and Ezekiel
follow less scrupulously the order of time than the other prophets;
and that, therefore, we need not be surprised to find that Jeremiah
has referred to one period, events which relate to several, and which
happened successively. As St. Jerome says, it is one thing to write
history, and another to write a prophecy under the immediate effect
of inspiration. The first of these periods relating to the ruin of Baby-
lon was in the time of Cyrus. He took the city, which henceforward
ceased to be the chief seat of the empire ; for this prince and his suc-
cessors resided here only during one part of the year. He, according
to Berosus, issued a command to destroy the walls of the city, in order
to prevent a rebellion. But Herodotus and Xenophon say nothing
of this order, and the conquest of the city by Darius the son of Hys-
taspes makes the truth of the matter clear to us; the particulars of
which are too well known to require to be repeated. The rebellion of
the Babylonians at this time was the cause of all their misfortunes.
Darius commanded that the walls of their city chould be destroyed,
and he carried away the gates, which, before him, adds Herodotus,
Cyrus had not done. This is conclusive: so that either Berosus
must have been mistaken, or Josephus, in citing the passage from the
Chaldean author, must have confounded together the two conquests.
Jeremiah speaks of the destruction of the walls, but he refers it to
the end of all the disasters which that city experienced, and he attri-
butes it to a King of Media. Consequently nothing makes it im-
probable that Darius was the author of the demolition of the walls.

1 Psalm exxxvii.

§ This passage, according to M. de St. Croix, must refer to Cyrus.
Isaiah, he adds, after having compared him to a lion, and the Baby-
lonians to timid deer, flying before him, proceeds to describe the
massacre of the people in the very heart of their city, and as unable

b
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And the Lord, through Jeremiah, commands Cy-
rus “to go up against the land of the rebels ; *
waste and utterly destroy after them, saith the Lord,
and do according to all that I have commanded thee.
A sound of battle is in the land and of great destruc-
tion. How is the hammer of the whole earth cut
asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a
desolation amoug the nations! I have laid a snare
for thee, and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and
thou wast not aware : thou art found, and also caught,
because thou hast striven against the Lord.

“The Lord hath opened his armoury, and hath
brought forth the weapons of his indignation: for
this is the work of the Lord God of hosts in the
land of the Chaldeans. Come against her from the
utmost border, open her storehouses: cast her up as
heaps, and destroy her utterly : let nothing of her
be left.

“Call together the archers against Babylon : all
ye that bend the bow, camp against it round about ;
let none thereof escape: recompense her according
to her work ; according to all that she hath done, do
unto her: for she hath been proud against the Lord,
against the Holy One of Israel.

“ Therefore shall her young men fall in the streets,

to escape from the victorious soldiers, who appeared to be less eager

in the pursuit of plunder than in the shedding of the blood of their

enemies. “Every one that is found shall be thrust through, and

every one that is joined to them shall fall by the sword. Their children

also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes.”—Isaiah, xiii. 15, 16.
* See the marginal note on Jeremiah, 1. 21, in Bagster’s Bible.-
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and all her men of war shall be cut off in that day,
saith the Lord. Behold, I am against thee, O thou
most proud, saith the Lord God of hosts: for thy
day is come, the time that I will visit thee. And the
most proud shall stumble and fall, and none shall
raise him up: and I will kindle a fire in his cities,
and it shall devour all round about him.”’*

No mention is made by Herodotus of these mas-
sacres, but Xenophon informs us that, the soldiers of
Cyrus’ army having murdered vast numbers of the
Babylonians, he issued a command to his cavalry to
massacre only those who were found in the streets ;
and he commanded the inhabitants, upon pain of
death, to keep within their houses.

The Prophecies of David, Isaiah, and Jeremiah,
were thus literally accomplished ; and the narratives
of the two latter supply us with those details which
the Greek authors have neglected to relate. Indeed
there can be no doubt that the Babylonians were
treated with much more severity by Cyrus than
either Herodotus or Xenophon seem to have been
aware of, or perhaps were willing to allow.

With this conquest of Babylon perished the Chal-
dean empire, by which so many other empires had
been destroyed ; and, as had been prophesied, the
hammer which had broken the nations to pieces was
at length itself broken.t

* Jeremiah, chap. 1.

+ “How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asunder and broken!
how is Babylon become a desolation 1”— Jer. 1. 23.

b 2
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Darius continued the work of desolation begun
by Cyrus, and, not satisfied with destroying the outer
walls of Babylon, he shed much blood within the
city, and put to death 3000 of her principal citi-
zens.

“ Bel boweth down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were
upon the beasts, and upon the cattle : your carriages
were heavy loaden;* they are a burden to the weary
beast.t They stoop, they bow down together; they
could not deliver the burden; but themselves are
gone into captivity.”']

Jeremiah makes use of very similar language,—
‘ Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is
broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her
images are broken in pieces. § And, in another
place, he is commanded to say, “I will punish Bel
in Babylon, and I will bring forth out of his mouth
that which he hath swallowed up: and the nations
shall not flow together any more unto him: yea, the
wall of Babylon shall fall.” ||

We learn from Herodotus that Xerxes laid hands
upon the massive statue of gold in the Temple of
Belus, of which Darius had not ventured to make

* These huge statues were generally formed of baked clay, faced
with bronze. It is not, therefore, surprising that the fragments of
them should be a sufficient load for several camels.

+ M. de St. Croix thus renders these words of the prophet : —*Bel has
been broken ; Nebo has been shivered to pieces; and their ponderous
remgins bow down the camels and the horses which are ioaded with
them.”

1 Isaiah xlvi. 1, 2. § Jeremiah 1. 2. I Jeremiah li. 44.
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himself master ;* and that he likewise forced open
the Tomb of Belus, in hopes of discovering a great
treasure.

Weak and broken as Babylon by this time had
become, these acts of violence caused a rebellion
among the people. It was easily quelled, and
Xerxes, in order to punish the inhabitants for their
revolt, and to humble the pride of the priests, who
had been the instigators of the rebellion, commanded
that the vast and magnificent Temple of Belus
should be destroyed. And Arrian, who relates this
fact, adds that all the other great buildings experienced
the same fate. “ When Alexander left Arbela,” says
Arrian, ‘“he hasted straight to Babylon, and when
he came nigh to the city he drew up his whole army
in order of battle; but the Babylonians, having
notice of his approach, threw open their gates, and
in vast multitudes, with their priests and chief men,
went out to meet him, offering him great gifts,
besides delivering the city, the tower, and the royal
treasure into his hands. Alexander entering the city
commanded the Babylonians to rebuild the temples
there which Xerxes had destroyed, and especially
the Temple of Belus, whom the Babylonians wor-

* In the supposed letter of Jeremiah to the Jews on being led cap-
tives to Babylon, Baruch thus makes Jeremiah speak :—“Now ye
ghall see in Babylon gods of silver, and of gold, and of wood, borne
upon shoulders, which cause the nations to fear: beware, therefore,
that ye in nowise be like to strangers, neither be ye afraid of-them
when ye see the multitude before them, and behind them, wor-
shipping them.” —Apocrypha, Baruch, vi. 3, 4.
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shipped as their chief god. He consulted the Chal-
deans in this city about the restoration of the
temples, and whatever they advised he performéd;
and in particular by their advice he offered sacrifice
to Belus.” *

Alexander, who was very desirous of restoring the
splendour of Babylon, undertook to rebuild the
Temple of Belus; but the mass of rubbish under
which it lay buried was so immense, that Strabo
tells us 10,000 men would have been required to
work for two months in only clearing it away.

Alexander was ambitious of rebuilding this temple
upon a more magnificent scale than the former one,
and was eagerly assisted in his purposed under-
taking by all except the Jews, who alone refused to
have anything to do with.the work.

However, notwithstanding all his efforts, the work
went on but slowly, and in order to accelerate it he,
on his return from India, hastened back to Babylon
with his army, that the soldiers might assist in the
labour. But he had come back to Babylon to die ;
and from that time all idea of rebuilding the Temple
of Belus was given up.t

At the period of Alexander’s death, Babylon was

* « Arrian’s History of Alexander’s Expedition,” translated by Mr.
Rooke, vol. i. chap. xvi. p. 153.

+ M. de St. Croix remarks upon this failure of Alexander’s—‘We
ought to be struck with the ways of Providence upon this and other
similar occasions. At the very moment when everything seemed
about to prove the failure of the oracles of God, then were they on
the point of being completely and perfectly fulfilled.”
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completely fallen from her ancient splendour, and
was beginning to wear a deserted appearance.

The houses were few and scattered abroad, and
the rest of the area of that once flourishing city was
now turned into fields and cultivated lands. Indeed,
Alexander, who had desired to he the restorer of
Babylon’s splendour, may be considered as her final
destroyer. He was the first who broke down the
innermost or sole remaining wall of the city, the
two outer onesonly having been ruined by Da-
rius ; * and it was in his time likewise that the wor-
ship of Bel ceased.

But he was an instrument in the hand of God,
whose unchangeable and secret purposes he, like
all other conquerors, executed without knowing it,
and even against his will.f By him were ac-
complished the Prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah,
and Babylon was finally and completely destroyed. I

Thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that
thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither

.didst remember the latter end of it. Therefore hear

now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest
carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none

* «Thus saith the Lord of Hosts : the broad walls of Babylon shall
be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be burnt with fire; and
the people shall labour in vain, and the folk in the fire, and they shall
be weary.” —J eremiah, li. 58.

+ “J am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God beside
me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me.”—Isaiah xlv. 5.

1 M. de St. Croix considers Alexander as the last scourge spoken
of by the prophets in the threatened ruin of Babylon; and it is his
opinion that this has been overlooked by interpreters of prophecy.
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else beside me ; I shall not sit as a widow, neither
shall T know the loss of children: but these two
things shall come to thee in a moment in one day,
the loss of children, and widowhoed: they shall come
upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of
thy sorceries, and for the great abundance of thine
enchantments, &e.”’*

“Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand;
it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.
Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with
wrath and fieree anger, to lay the land desolate:
and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.”’4

“ How is the hammer of the whole earth cut asun-
der and broken! how is Babylon become a desola-
tion among the nations!” “Though Babylon should
mount up to heaven, and though she should fortify
the height of her strength, yet from me shall
spbilers come unto her, saith the Lord...Because
the Lord hath spoiled Babylon, and destroyed out of
her the great voice.”}

At the time when Demetrias Poliorcetes took
possession of Babylon, two fortresses alone remained
of all its magnificent fortifications, and were its sole
defence ; and before his arrival Patroclus, a General
of Seleucus, had driven the inhabitants of Babylon
out of their city. Most of them, we are informed
by Diodorus, retreated far from the Euphrates, and
fled into the desert; others took refuge upon the

* Isaiah xlvii. + Isaiah xiii. 6. 9. I Jeremiah 1. and li.
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further shores of the Tigris, and down towards the
south of Persia.

Seleucus Nicator, who succeeded Alexander in
this portion of his empire, determined to abandon
Babylon altogether, and to transfer the capital of his
empire to the city which he had founded on the
banks of the Tigris, and to which he had given his
own name ; and Pausanias informs us that the Baby-
lonians were compelled by that prince to come and
settle there.

“ The walls of Babylon,” adds this author, “and
the Temple of Belus, had almost ceased to exist,
though there were still a few Chaldeans who con-
tinued to dwell around the latter edifice.”

Pliny assures us that Babylon was swallowed up
by Seleucia, and became quite a wilderness. Strabo
says much the same thing, but his language is very
remarkable. ‘“None of Alexander’s successors ever
cared more for Babylon ; and the remains of that
city were entirely neglected. The Persians destroyed
ane part of it, and time, and the indifference of the
. Macedonian princes, completed its ruin, especially
after Seleucus Nicator had built Seleucia in its
neighbourhood. This prince and his successors ma-
nifested a decided preference to the latter place, and
fixed there the capital of their empire. At the pre-
sent time Seleucia is actually a much more consider-
able city than Babylon, which is to a great degree
deserted, and to which may be applied, without any
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hesitation, the words of the comic poet, ‘ the great
city is a great desert.””

Before it fell into the condition described by
Strabo, this city had been subjected to much oppres-
sion. About 127 years before J. C. a Parthian
general reduced a great number of Babylonian
families into slavery, and sent them away to Media
to be sold. He destroyed all that remained of the
public buildings, overturned the temples, and spared
no monument of ancient splendour.

In the reign of Augustus, we learn from Diodorus
Siculus, that in his time a very small portion of
Babylon was still inhabited, and that the remainder
was under cultivation.

Strabo, who wrote in the time of Tiberius, could
not have been informed of the latest misfortunes of
this miserable city, and he says, merely in a general
way, as has been already related, that it was quite
deserted.

Babylon never recovered such a succession of
misfortunes, and seems only to have owed to her
ancient celebrity the preservation of her name
among the cities of the East. Nevertheless she
might have lingered on in her reduced and feeble
condition some time longer, had not religious intole-
rance given rise to a civil war, the cause of which
was the devotedness of the Jews to their religion.
A large body of that people had taken refuge in
Babylon, many of whom perished in this persecu-




INTRODUCTION. XxXvil

tion ; and those who escaped being massacred were
unable to support the cruel exactions to which they
were subjected, and fled from Babylon to Seleucia.
Six years after tranquillity had been restored the
plague ravaged Babylon, which, together with fresh
emigrations of the people, thoroughly drained her of
her inhabitants.

From the time of these events, which took place
in the reign of Caligula, Babylon seems almost to
have been forgotten, and is hardly mentioned in the
expeditions of Trajan and Severus into Mesopo-
tamia.

Pliny, who composed his work under Vespasian,
seems to have heard of the emigrations, but not to
have known the true cause.

The writers of the succeeding century, who were
natives of the East, differ but little from each other
in their accounts of the fate of Babylon.

Lucian of Samosata, which was a town not far
from the Euphrates, who flourished under Marcus
Aurelius, speaks of Babylon as a city that had once
been remarkable for its numerous towers and vast
circumference, but which would soon disappear as
Nineveh had done.

From the 4th to the 10th century of the Christian
éra, Babylon is only occasionally and slightly men-
tioned by different authors, and is even sometimes
confounded with Seleucia. In the 10th century the
abridger of Strabo says positively that Babylon was
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at that time deserted, and that even her rival Seleu-
cia had lost her name.*

The ecclesiastical writers of those ages speak of
Babylon as having been long ago destroyed. In the
3rd century Eusebius of Ceesarea informs us that
the people of the surrounding country, as well as
strangers, avoided it, for it had become completely a
desert.

~St. Jerome believed that the ancient walls had
been repaired, and that they surrounded a park in
which the Kings of Persia kept animals for hunting.
He says he learnt this from an Elamite father resid-
ing at Jerusalem, but he was evidently satisfied
that in his time there were but few remains of
Babylon.

Cyril of Alexandria, who flourished about 412,
tells us that, the canals drawn from the Euphrates
having filled up, the soil of Babylon had become
nothing better than a marsh. Theodoret, who died
in 460, says that this city was no longer inhabited,
either by Assyrians or Chaldeans, but only by some
Jews, whose houses were few and scattered abroad.
He further adds that the Euphratés had changed its
course, and passed through the town enly by means
of a small canal.

In conclusion :—Procopius of Gaza in the middle

* Upon which M. de St. Croix remarks—* Man builds in vain ; he
seems to labour pour le néant. How many cities have been, the very
names of which are forgotten I”
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of the 6th century speaks of Babylon as having been
a long time destroyed.

We thus clearly gather from these various autho-
rities, that in the 5th century every purpose of the
Lord %ad been performed upon Babylon, to make
the land of Babylon a desolation without an inha-
bitant ; and Babylon kad become heaps, a dwelling-
place for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing,
without an inhabitant.*

Thenceforward the only mention made of Baby-
lon by the Mahometans and early European tra-
vellers is as a mass of unshapely, solitary ruins,
where the animals at enmity with man found a safe
refuge.

1bn Haukal, in 917, speaks of ¢ Babel as a small
village.” The Persian geographer some time after
assures us “that hardly any remains of Babylon
were to be seen.” From Benjamin of Tudela, the
Jewish traveller, we learn in the 12th century that
nothing was to be seen but the ruins of Nebuchad-
nezzar’s palace, into which no one dared to enter on
account of the quantity of serpents and scorpions
with which it was infested.

In the reign of Elizabeth an English merchant, of
the name of Eldred, sailed in the year 1583 from
London to Tripoli in Syria, from whence he pro-
ceeded first to Aleppo, then in three days to Bir, on
the Euphrates, where he hired a boat, and sailed
down the river in twenty-eight days to Felugiah.

* Jeremiah li. 29. 37.
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Here he landed, and proceeded across Irak Arabi
to New Babylon (Bagdad). On the way he passed
“the old mighty city of Babylon, many old ruins
whereof are easily to be seen by daylight, which I
John Eldred have often beheld.” He notices in
particular the Tower of Babel, which he describes
as a quarter of a mile in circuit, and about the
height of Saint Pauls, “but it showeth much
bigger.” It was built of very large sun-dried bricks,
cemented by courses of ““ mattes, made of canes, as
though they had been laid within one yeere.”

Rauwolff, a German traveller, whe visited the ruined
city in the 16th century, speaks of the remains of an
ancient bridge, of the ruins of ancient fortifica-
tions, and of the Temple of Belus. ¢ This tower,”
~ he adds, ¢ is so much ruined, and so full of venom-
ous animals, that it can only be approached during
two months in the winter, when they do not leave -
their holes.” '

Another traveller, of the name of Boeventing, dis-
tinguishes this tower from another square building
of 125 paces in circumference, which he takes to be
the Temple of Belus. Texeira, a Portuguese tra-
veller, informs us that in his time there remained
very few traces of that once famous city ; and that
there was no spot in all the country so little visited
as that upon which once stood Babylon.

In the year 1616 these ruins were visited by the
celebrated traveller Pietro della Valle; and though
it is true that he enters more fully into the de-
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scription of them than any former traveller, it is still
matter of astonishment that he did not give a fuller
account of the various heaps which he must have
seen. He describes them generally as a confused
mass of ruined buildings, so covered over with earth,
that they sometimes looked as much like hills as
buildings.

A Carmelite monk, on his return overland from
India, about the year 1657, left Bussorah in a boat
sailing up the Euphrates on the 16th of August;*
and though he says but little of Babylon, the ac-
count he gives of his voyage up to it is curious, and
the book being searce, a few particulars from his
journal are here inserted. They were four days in
getting from Bussorah to Koorna, the point of Me-
sopotamia where the Euphrates and Tigris unite.
From thence they sailed up the Euphrates, passing
-several places, the names of which are either now
lost, or so changed by the Italian monk, that they
are not recognisable.

After having passed a place he calls Goi, and then
moving on to the two Medinas and Mansura, they
arrived on the 6th day at Saghé, and the following
day they came to Gezzael, by which he probably
means Ghezzail, or the place of residence of the
chief of the Arab tribe of that name, which inhabits
the banks of the Euphrates, below Babylon.

He next speaks of reaching the place where

* Viaggio all’ Indie Orientali del Padre F. Vincenzo Maria di
8. Caterina di Sienna, Procurator Generale de Carmelitani Scalzi.
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the Tigris and Euphrates separate, and likewise of
arriving at Seleucia, all of which is quite unintelli-
gible. He surely must have perceived that the two
rivers divide at Koorna, and the only Seleucia on
these rivers is not on the Euphrates, up which he
was sailing, but on the Tigris, about twenty-five
miles below Bagdad.

He goes on to say—¢ The heat was insupportable,
and for many hours of the day quite stupified us.
Though the nights tempered the burning heat, yet
we were then greatly molested by musquitoes, which
are much larger than those we have in Italy. On
the morning of the 24th we arrived at Salussar, in
the evening at Marmer, both of them miserable
places, composed of huts built with mats and reeds,
but abounding in provisions. The following day we
arrived at Argé, where the jurisdiction of Bagdad*
begins. Here we halted for two days, and our suf-
fering from the heat was so great that some of the
passengers fell ill.f The water of the Euphrates is
very relaxing, and easily brings on dysentery, the
sole remedy for which is burnt wine.

“ On the 27th we found ourselves surrounded by
an open desert, and the weather was intensely hot.
We heard lions, tormented by the heat, roaring on
all sides, there being great numbers of them in these
woods. Having posted our guards at the coming

* The writer always calls this city by the name of Babylon.

+ And they were cured by a strange remedy—an infusion of
tobacco in a glass of brandy, which produced a profuse perspiration,
and thus relieved them.
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on of night, we gathered together a good provision of
wood, in order to keep up a brisk fire through the
night. But towards midnight our guards having
fallen asleep, and the fire having become fainter,
one of these wild beasts came so near, that there
was not more than twenty paces between us and him,
when, by the Divine permission, a Turk awakened,
who, as soon as he became aware of the danger,
commenced crying out as loud as he could, and such
were his screams, that every one was quickly up,
and the noise of the fire-arms which at the same
time were discharged on all sides, so alarmed the
lion, that he quickly took to flight.

“ We were off earlyin the morning, and soon came
to a little wood of wild cypress-trees, among which
we heard the whistling of some Arabs, who were
making signals to each other to assemble, in order to
attack us. We all prepared to meet them ; and soon
afterwards about forty men made their appearance
on the shore, some armed with lances, some with
bows and arrows. Having steered our vessel away
from the shore, our people inquired of them what
they wanted. They pretended that a cow had been
stolen from them; and, after much disputing and
abuse, they retreated. Pursuing our voyage, on the
3lst we arrived at Samadava, a very flourishing and
well-peopled place, where we halted two days.

“ We resumed our voyage on the 2nd of September,
in considerable fear of thieves; and we passed through
a wood full of wild beasts, where often we heard the

c
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roaring of the lions, who from time to time an-
swered one another from the opposite shores of the
river, to our no small terror; and yet, notwithstand-
ing, we met with Arabs in these woods, who live
upon capers and wild fruit.

“ On the 9th we arrived at a village where the
people were celebrating the Coorban Bairam, or
the anniversary of the sacrifice of Isaac.  After
some hours’ repose we set off for Kader and Romaia,
which is rather a considerable place. The captain
of our vessel had promised us at Bussora to conduet
us from Romaia by land to Bagdad, which place we
should reach in five days; but, upon our requesting
him to provide us with horses, we found it impossible
to obtain them. He, however, hired a smaller boat
here, in order to hasten our voyage, in which we set
off; and having passed Coscus,* we were attacked
by some Arabs, who, enraged at having lost some
of their cattle who had been devoured by lions, ex-
pected to make up for their loss by plundering us;
but seeing us all armed, and with little baggage,
and knowing that they would, therefore, gain little
and might lose much, they thought it most advis-
able not to meddle with us. Finally, on the 16th
of September, we arrived at Hillah, passing along
beautiful banks, covered with palm and other fruit-
trees, and abounding in the neeessaries of life. Here
we remained for two days.

“ It is a very general opinion that this place was

* By which Le probably means the place called Hasca.
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the ancient Babylon, which is proved by the site,
being on the banks of Euphrates, by the fertility of
the adjacent lands, and by the ruins of magnificent
buildings, which abound for many miles round ; but,
above all, by the remains of the Tower of Babel,
which to this day is called Nimrod’s Tower. We
were curious to see these buildings, but finding that
no one would accompany us for fear of robbers, we
were compelled to give it up.

“ The captain had again promised to provide us
with horses at this place, but he put us off again
with a thousand excuses. We were in great trouble
about it, when hearing, on the evening of the second
day, that a caravan of Persians had just arrived from
the tomb of Ali, on their way to Bagdad, we pro-
vided ourselves with horses, and crossed the river
over the bridge of boats with the caravan that night.”

The day after leaving Hillah they arrlved in the
neighbourhood of Bagdad, and * passed the remains
of several remarkable buildings.” They entered the
city, and took up their abode with some Capuchin
friars, who received them ¢ with their wonted ex-
pressions of love and affection,” and treated them
with the most unbounded hospitality.

But to return to the history of the remains of
Babylon, concerning which the Carmelite monk had
it not in his power to give us much information.
Another Roman Catholic missionary, le Pére Ema-
nuel de St. Albert, at a later period visited the
solitary city, and describes the mass of ruins which

c2
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had been seen by Pietro della Vallé; besides which
he mentions having seen remains of walls built of
brick and cemented together with bitumen, some of
which were still standing in his time, and others
had fallen down. He then goes on to say, Be-
fore reaching Hillah, a hill is visible which has
been formed by the ruins of some great building.
It may be between two and three miles in cir-
cumference. I brought away from it some square
bricks, on which were writing in certain unknown
characters. Opposite this hill, and distant two
leagues, another similar hill is visible, between two
reaches of the river at an equal distance.” After
speaking of Hillah, and of a lake into which the
Euphrates enters near that town, he continues as
follows: “ We went to the opposite hill, which I
have already mentioned: this one is in Arabia,
about an hour’s distance from the Euphrates, and
the other is in Mesopotamia, at the same distance
from the Euphrates, and both exactly opposite to
each other. I found it very like the other, and I
brought away some square bricks, which had the
same impressions as the first-mentioned ones. I
remarked upon this hill a fragment of thick wall,
still standing on the summit, which, from a distance,
looked like a large tower. A similar mass was lying
overturned beside it; and the eement was so solid,
that it was quite impossible to detach one brick
whole. Both masses seemed as if they had been
vitrified, which made me conclude that these ruins
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were of the highest antiquity. Many people insist
that this latter hill is the remains of the real Baby-
lon; but I know not what they will make of the
other, which is opposite, and exactly like this one.*
The people of the country related to me a thousand
foolish stories about these two mounds; and the
Jews call the latter the prison of Nebuchadnezzar.”
Niebuhr, who visited this spot in 1765, seems to
have no doubt that here Babylon once stood, and
mentions that it was still called A4rd Babel ; adding,
that hereabouts were evident traces of a once great
city. On both sides of the Euphrates, according to
him, were mounds or little hills, which, upon dig-
ging into, were discovered to be full of bricks.
Between the years 1780 and 1790 the ruins of
Babylon were examined by M. de Beauchampt, who
begins his account by saying, ‘It is in the territory
of Hillah, at about eighteen leagues south-west of
Bagdad, that are still to be seen the ruins of ancient
Babylon, on the banks of the Euphrates ; but they
chiefly consist of bricks scattered about, with the
exception of a very considerable tower, which Eu-
ropeans take to be the Tower of Babel.” In another
place he adds— The ruins of Babylon are very con-
spicuous about one league to the north of the town
of Hillah. Above all the rest is one which is rather

* ¢« Tt is evident,” adds M. de St. Croix, * that the second mound
is within the site of Babylon, and the Pére Emanuel ought to have
had no hesitation on the subject.”

+ He resided some years at Bagdad, as the Pope’s Vicar-General
of Babylonia.
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flat on the top, of an irregular form, about thirty
toises high, and much cut up by furrows down the
sides. It would never have been taken for a work
of man’s, were it not for the regular layers of bricks
which are visible, and which prove that it was no
natural hill. Beyond this mound, on the banks of
the river, are immense masses of building which
supplied bricks for the building of Hillah. This
place, and the mound called the Tower of Babel, are
commonly designated by the Arabs, Makloube, which
means overturned.”

Besides these ruins, M. de Beauchamp likewise
mentions a brick wall, which he judges must have
been sixty feet thick. ¢ It ran,” he adds, ** parallel
with the river, and may have been part of the wall of
the city. I discovered, also, a subterranean chan-
nel, which, instead of being vaulted, was covered
with flat stones, three feet broad, by six or seven
long. These ruins extend several miles to the north
of Hillah, and satisfactorily prove this to have been
the site of ancient Babylon.” *

In another memoir upon the same subject, M. de
Beauchamp adds—* There is no longer any doubt
regarding the position of Babylon, which lies just
above Hillah. I have explored the site, and I have
brought away Babylonian inscriptions. I drew up
on the spot an account of what I saw. I do not

* Mémoire sur les Antiquités Babyloniennes, &c., lu 3 I' Académie
des Belles Lettres, et imprimé dans le Journal des Savans. Dec.,
1790.
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agree with M. d’Anville, who divides Babylon by
the river Euphrates. I carefully inquired of the
Arabs, who have been forty years employed in dig-
ging for bricks with which to build houses in
Hillah, whether in digging on the other side of the
river they found bricks, and they answered no. It
is true that, on the other side of the river, at about
a league’s distance from the banks of the river, there
are mounds of ruins, called by the Arabs, Brouss.
Those of Babylon are exactly under the mound they
call Babel. I was told on the spot, that the ruins
of Babylon extended three leagues to the north of
Mohawil, and as far below Hillah, which would give
a length of more than six leagues. There is, there-
fore, no difficulty about the position of Babylon.”*

* In speaking of the latitude of Babylon, M. de Beauchamp says,
« According to M. Niebuhr, the latitude of Hillah is 32° 28/, which
would make the distance between Bagdad and Hillah 21§ leagues,
allowing 25 to a degree, the meridian being pretty much the same.
But Hillah is 5 degrees to the west of Bagdad, according to an
observation of longitude taken on the 5th of November, 1789, at
Hillah, It therefore appears to me that 22 leagues is rather too
much, and that 18 leagues is about the real distance. The result of
two expeditions made by me from Bagdad to Hillah is 164 hours, at
a horse’s pace,—not at the rate of .caravan travelling. M. Niebuhr
counts 13 or 14 German niiles ; and in taking 133, that would glve
224 leagues, at 25 to a degree. Thns distance, which is too much, is
sufficient to induce me to believe that the latitude of Hillah, accord-
ing to M. Niebuhr, is too little. I made it to be 32° 35'. I had made
it 32° 40, but I think there must have been some error in my instru-
ment, and that my observation gives as much above, as M. Niebuhr’s
had given under, the truth. My last observation corresponds better
with the distance; so that the latitude of Babylon would be 32° 37. °
M. d’Anville bas made it less, as well as Niebuhr. The only error [
could have made, would have been in my calculation of the hour on a
march. But, supposing I granted that a horseman would walk his
horse one league an hour, allowing 20 to a degree, it would follow
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Not many years after, Babylon was visited by the
well-known traveller, Olivier, who thus describes
it: “ The place where Babylon once stood, at about
twenty leagues to the south of Bagdad, presents at
first sight no traces of a city; and it must be care-
fully gone over, before some heaps and mounds are
observed; and in order to discover that, in every
direction the earth has evidently been dug into.
Here the Arabs have for more than twelve centuries
been occupied in digging and carrying away the
bricks, with which chiefly Coufa, Bagdad, Mesjid,
Ali, Mesjid Hussein, Hillah, and almost all the
towns in the neighbourhood have been built. But
that which, as much as these excavations, contri-
buted to the disappearance of the very remains of
Babylon, was the nature of the materials with which
it was built. It was situated in a flat plain, the
soil of which was composed' entirely of earth, with-
out being mixed with any stones, and in a country
where wood was always scarce ; the inhabitants were
therefore obliged in building to have recourse to the
earth which was deposited by the rivers; out of this
they made bricks, which they baked in the sun, and
which they bound together with the reeds that grew
ready to their hand. For the same reason they
generally employed bitumen in their buildings in-
stead of mortar. It is manifest that a building

that Hillah ought to be at 390 32",' and,BaBylon at 32° 34/, which is
very near my statement. I may further add, that Babylon is on the
eastern, and Hillah on the western, bank of the Euphrates.”
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composed of bricks baked in the sun would, when
destroyed, leave few traces of its existence, but
would soon be mingled with the surrounding soil.”

“ However, notwithstanding the lapse of time, and
the Arabs, and the frailty of the materials employed
in the buildings, there are still to be seen the re-
mains of very considerable edifices and very thick
walls, which the Arabs are demolishing to their
very foundations. The most remarkable ruin of all
is one which appears to be the remains of the
Temple of Belus, that was built by Semiramis. It
is a mound of considerable extent, the surface of
which is formed of earth, out of which the Arabs
dig large baked bricks, cemented with the bitumen
I have already mentioned. Between each layer of
bricks is a thin bed of reeds and bitumen. In this
mound, the form of which seems square, and the
circumference between  11C0 and 1200 ordinary
paces, there has been discovered several openings,
which, however, have never been sufficiently cleared
to trace them, and discover for what they were in-
tended. This mound is situated at about one league
to the north of Hillah, at a quarter of a league from
the eastern bank of the Euphrates. Between this
mound and the river there are a great many heaps,
and many foundations of ancient walls.

* Here it is that, in general, are found the large
bricks on which are the inscriptions in unknown
characters.

¢ There are some ruins to be found on the west
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side of the Euphrates, where likewise are sometimes
found bricks with inscriptions on them ; but I sought
in vain for traces of the palace of the kings; nor
could I discover in any direction the ramparts or
walls of the city.” *

The history of the ruins of Babylon has been
thus brought down to near the period when they
were visited by Mr. Rich, whose account of them
is contained in the following Memoirs. They have
since that period been examined and fully described
by two very intelligent English travellers, Sir B.
K. Porter and Mr. Buckingham, whose travels are
too well known to require any further mention here,
than. to pomt them out as continuing the subject
first undertaken by Mr. Rich.

It may not be uninstructive to the thoughtful
reader to conclude this imperfect introduction to
Mr. Rich's work, in the words of M. de St. Croix,
who winds up his own Memoir on the ruins of
Babylon with the following review of her history.

Though the above details are not so complete as
could have been desired, they suffice, nevertheless,
to prove to us the literal fulfilment of the prophecies
of Isaiah and Jeremiah. Let us first observe two
things in these prophecies. The first relates to the
ancient inhabitants of Babylon: they fully expe-
rienced the chastisement with which they had been
menaced by God, after the taking of their city by
Cyrus ; nor were their descendants better treated by

* Travels in the Ottoman Empire, Syria, and Egypt. By Olivier.
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Darius and Xerxes. The second relates to Babylon
itself. In order better to understand the application
here, we must bring some facts together.

This magnificent city, having fallen into the
power of Cyrus 538 before J. C., ceased to be the
capital of the empire of the East, and fell under a
‘foreign yoke; and thus was fulfilled the first object
of prophecy. As a punishment for her repeated
revolts, the outer walls were demolished in 510,
under Darius the son of Hystaspes, and thus began
that destruction which had been foretold by Isaiah*
and Jeremiah.t The carrying off of Bel, and the
demolishing of his temple about 481 by Xerxes,
and all the outrages to which he subjected the
Chaldeans, had equally been foretold by Jeremiah.}
But the fate of Babylon was not yet decided ; it still
existed, and with some sort of consideration, for the
kings of Persia spent a part of every year there.
It was Alexander who gave it the final blow in 325
before J. C.; and once dismantled, it soon fell into
decay. The two emigrations, which were occasioned
by the invasion of Demetrius and the foundation of
the city of Seleucia, during the years 310 and 311,
and the third emigration, caused by a Parthian
general in 127 before J. C., together with the plague,
which completed the depopulation of Babylon in the
year 39 after J. C., are the only events preserved to
us by the profane writers; but they establish the

* Chap. xxiii. 19, + Chap. li. 2. t Chap. Li. 4-47,
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complete and final overthrow of this great and
ancient city.

Josephus places this visitation of the plague, to
which I have referred, in the reign of Caligula.
The Jews and the other inhabitants were obliged to
abandon this miserable city, where the insalubrity of
the air was kept up by the stagnant waters of the
Euphrates. It would seem that the famous em-
bankment, constructed by Queen Nitocris, had been
broken down, and the lake which had been formed
to receive the overflowings of that river, and which
was still to be seen in the time of Trajan, had been
entirely filled up. The Babylonians had already
been frequently menaced with a similar misfortune,
and they had only averted it by a labour and expense
which, at the time of this latter visitation, they were
no longer in a condition to undertake.

Before the foundation of their city, the whole
territory was covered with water ; and it was only by
confining the Euphrates to its bed, that the first
kings of Babylon succeeded in peopling the province
and the capital.

The Persians, by that destructive policy which
has been so often pursued by conquerors, placed
obstructions in the middle of the Euphrates, in order
to hinder its navigation. Alexander spared no
trouble to set it free from these impediments, but
time was not allowed him to accomplish his under-
taking. After his death the whole was neglected,
and consequently fell into a worse condition than
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before. Several canals of communication with the
Tigris, which had been dug above Babylon, so
drained the Euphrates, that it ceased to be navigable.
This river likewise, occasionally, changing its course
during the inundations caused by the melting of the
snows, which takes place in the spring, or about the
summer solstice, would necessarily cover the ruins
through which it flowed, and keep up the surround-
ing marshes.

It is not to be expected that under the Maho-
metan yoke any change took place in the face of the
country ; accordingly we find that these marshes
subsisted, even after the caliphs had fixed their resi-
dence at Bagdad.

Isaiah had foretold that Babylon should be covered
with a marsh, or that it should be lost in an ahyss
of mud, according to the rendering of the Septua-
gint, which could only be brought about by the ne-
glect of the canals.

Jeremiah declares that the sea shall come up to
Babylon, and shall overwhelm it with its waves .*
How was it possible for the sea to come up to that
city, which was so far removed from it? He had
said before, “I will dry up her sea,”{ which Theo-
doret explains to mean the multitude of her subjects,
that is to say, she shall lose them all. 1t is a meta-
phorical expression, and, therefore, might we not un-
derstand by Babylon covered with waves, the com-
plete abandonment of the city, and its becoming a

* Chap.li. 42. Chap. li. 36.
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desert? Some writers have attempted to solve the
difficulty otherwise, from a passage in Alydenus,
where we' read that anciently the name of sea was
given to the waters spread abroad in the neighbour-
hood of Babylon. If this explanation, which has
been adopted by some commentators, and among
others by Don Calmet, is thought too conjectural,
might it not be as well to take simply the word sea
here for the Euphrates itself, which served as a port
to the ships of all the nations of the East, who were
in the habit of trading with the Babylonians? This
seems the more probable, as this manner of expres-
sion was not unknown in the KEast, the Egyptians
commonly calling the Nile, bakr, or sea.

These waves which overwhelmed Babylon soon
rendered it uninhabitable ; and, as Isaiah says,* she
became the habitation of wild beasts, and owls, and
satyrs. 'The progressive accomplishment of the pro-
phecies is one means used by God to perpetuate the
remembrance of His oracles, and to keep them con-
tinually before the minds of men. Nevertheless,
that progress is neither hidden nor unfelt—the rod
strikes, and from time to time lets itself be seen;
and this is principally what we ought to observe
as regards Babylon. Her destruction was marked
by. several epochs; and one of the last of these was
when she was sacked by the Parthian general, Hy-
merus : from that time forward the name of city
could no longer be applied to her. * Mine eyes

* JIsaixh xiii. 21.
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shall behold her,” says the Lord to Micah;* “ now
shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets.”
And truly, for a long time nothing was to be seen
but fragments of her ruined walls and buildings, in
the midst of which she seemed altogether to dis-
appear. Her very position came to be a problem;
and it has only been by diligent search that it has
again been discovered. With difficulty does the
traveller of modern times find out the remains of
this Queen of Cities ; he turns them over with as-
tonishment and contempt; and seems to triumph
over her, in carrying away some fragments of her
remains. The whole territory is a desert, caravans
no longer passing through it, and commerce being
carried on by means of the Tigris, from Bagdad to
Bassora.

Thus has everything concurred to accomplish
most literally that prophecy of Jeremiah, regarding
the final ruin of Babylon—* Her cities are a deso-
lation, a dry land, and a wilderness ; a land where
no man dwelleth, neither doth any man pass
thereby.”

* Micah vii. 10. + Jeremiah li. 43.
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JOURNEY TO BABYLON,

THE YEAR 1811%

December 9th.—SET out this morning on an expedi-
tion to visit the remains of Ancient Babylon, accom-
panied by Mrs. Rich, Mr. Hine, and some friends.
Our escort consisted of my own troop of Hussars,
with a galloper gun, a havildar, and twelve sepoys;
about seventy baggage-mules, a mehmandar from the
Pasha, and a man from the Sheikh of the Jirbah
Arabs.

We left our encampment at Gherrara, or rather
the opposite bank of the river, at half-past eight in
the morning, Bagdad bearing from Gherrara N. 44
W., distant three miles. In order to get into the
Hillah road we took a course 50 W., passing over a
level country covered with small bushes. The canal
of the Naher Malcha was in sight the whole of the
morning. We passed over several artificial mounds,
called the old bed of the Tigris. In two hours and
a half we reached the road that leads from Bagdad
to Hillah, after a march of seven miles, according to

* It was from this Journal that the following “Memoirs on the Ruins
of Babylon’ were composed.
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our rate of travelling. Kiahya Khan, which bore
N. 12 E., was built by the celebrated Ahmed
Kiahya of Bagdad ; but being so near the town, it is
not much frequented. Our road now lay S. 20 W,
over a perfectly level country ; and in about half an
hour it took the direction of S. 5 W. At noon we
arrived at Assad Khan, after a march of three hours
and three quarters, or about eleven miles. These
khans are built in quadrangular forms, with niches
all round them for the accommodation of travellers,
and a roomor two near the gateway. In the centre
of the court is a raised plinth, on which travel-
lers sleep in the summer; and in the best khans
there is an inner range of stabling all round the
quadrangle. Over the gate is an open room, and
there is always a small mud village round the khan.
We only halted for a short time, in order to take
some refreshment, and then proceeded on our jour-
ney. From a mound near Assad Khan the ruin of
Aggher Koof, or Nimrod’s Tower, bore N. 26 E.*

* Bagdad, Saturday, January 4th, 1812.—I went with a party to see
Agger Koof, or Nimrod’s Tower, as it is vulgarly called, a ruin of very
great antiquity, and very much of the same character as those of Baby-
lon. It standson the west side of the Tigris, about six miles from Bag-
dad. The general resemblance of it with the Birs Nemroud struck me
forcibly. Like that ruin, it has a mound of rubbish on the east side.
The mass of the building is of unburnt bricks, mixed up with chopped
reeds, and layers of reeds between every fifth or sixth layer of bricks.
Fragments of burnt bricks,are found in the base, which is apparently
composed of the decayed bricks and rubbish, together with the dust
blown up against it by the high wind. The mass is of an irregular
shape, and about half way up it is an aperture, apparently of no great
extent. Square holes are visible in the sides, as at the Birs. The
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We left Assad Khan at half-past twelve, and, after
riding about three miles, our road bore S.10 W.,
and Tauk Kesra became visible from a small emi-
nence, bearing due east. We crossed the Naher
Malcha, which was now dry, eight and a half miles
further on. A little to the left of the road, on a
high part of the bank, I observed a small ruin,
which was visible from a great distance, called
Sheikh Shoobar.

At three o’clock we came to a khan called Bir-
onoos, from whence Tauk Kesra bhore N. 66 E.,
our road to Iskenderia, a khan where we proposed
halting for the night, being due south. About ten
minutes to four we came to where the Musseib and
Hillah roads join. Musseib is on the Euphrates
where there is a bridge on the road from Bagdad to
Kerbela. Another khan was in sight on the Mus-
seib road, called Mizrakjee Oghlou Khan, bearing
S. 67 W. All this plain is covered with artificial
cement must have been mere mud : scarcely any is visible. The height
of the ruin is 126 feet ; the diameter of the largest and middle of it is
100 feet: the circumference of that part above the rubbish is 300 feet ; the
visible remains of the tower contain 100,000 cubic feet (Ives, p. 298).
The lands or morasses about Nimrod produce annually, in corn, to
the value of 50,000 or 60,000 piastres. They were once rented of go-
vernment by Selim Aga, for the term of six years, for 18,000 piastres,
which was nothing like their value.

April 17th, 1818.—The superfluous water of the Haour, or Morass
of Nimrod, is received by the Masoudi canal, and carried into the
Tigris below Bagdad. The dam of the Haour is now broken by the
great press of the waters of the Euphrates, which is at present very
high ; and the water will cover all the country, and run into the

Tigris on the Kazemeen road, between the village of that name and
Bagdad.—From Mr. Rich's Note-book.

B2
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mounds, and, probably, at some very remote period
there was a town here.

We arrived at Iskenderia at a quarter past five,
after a march of about fifteen miles. It is a large
and handsome khan, built by Mahommed Hussein
Khan, the present minister to the king of Persia,
near the old one, which is now quite deserted. The
bricks of which this new khan was built were dug:
up on the spot.

December 10th—We left Iskenderia at ten
minutes before eight in the morning: soon after leav-
ing which, we observed the remains of an old canal,
running in a slanting direction with the road, at
about two miles distance*. At half-past ten, being
two hours and twenty minutes, or about seven miles
and a half from Iskenderia, we arrived at a very in-
different khan, called Hajee Suleiman, from the name
of the person who built it.

We met here with a large caravan of camels
loaded with rice, and going to Bagdad. I have
often observed that camels have a very disagreeable
smell, and that horses are naturally afraid of them.
I mention this circumstance because some persons
have asserted that camels have no smell, except when

* After a march of an hour and ten minutes I took the following
sights :
Hajee Suleiman Khan bore S. 5 W.;
Musseib, on the banks of the Euphrates, was in sight, at an
angle of 60°, bearing S.80 W.;
Iskenderia bore N. 10 W.;
The village of Naseria, S. 60 W.
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smeared over with pitch or naphtha, after the casting
of their coats. My own observations in this respect
confirm the assertion of the old historians.

Hajee Suleiman Khan is distinguished from the
surrounding mounds by a pillar over the gateway,
which at a distance presents exactly the figure of a
man. Near this khan there is a canal called Naher al
Naseria, in which was water, and it had a bridge
over it. I understand that many of the canals by
which this country is intersected are full of water in
the spring, when the Euphrates is at its height. The
direction of our road was now 38 W.

About noon we reached Khan Mohawil, which is
also a bad khan, and where we only halted for three-
quarters of an hour, in order to take some refresh-
ment. From this spot the grand mound among
the ruins of Babylon was visible, bearing S. 5 E.*

Close to Mohawil was a canal, over which was a
bridge. Soon after passing Mohawil, the country
assumed the appearance of a morass; and, indeed,
though it is now dry, I was informed that it was oc-
casionally and partially covered with water. Several
artificial mounds were in sight in different direc-
tions ; especially the grand mound commonly sup-
posed to be the Tower of Belus. Beauchamp calls
this ruin Makloube: but the inhabitants term it
Mukelibé ; or, according to the vulgar Arab pro-
nunciation, Mujelibé, or overturned. Beauchamp
in his description does not convey a correct idea of

* Musseib bore N. 15 W.; Naseria, N, 20 W.
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its grandeur ; but its appearance is very deceiving,
from its great extent of base and perfectly level out-
line. At the top a person might conjecture it to be
a comparatively insignificant mass. I rode to it, and
my companions went up on horseback; but be-
fore T had proceeded far up, my head grew com-
pletely giddy, and I was obliged, on this occasion at
least, to give up the attempt. Great furrows are
visible on its sides, and the whole surface, which is
earth, is covered with broken pans and bricks, some
of which have writing on them. Several deep holes
or caverns were visible on the sides, near the top,
and the angles present an appearance something like
towers or bastions. The view from this interesting
mound was very extensive.

Near Hillah I was met by a deputation from the
Governor, who excused himself from not having come
out in person to meet me, on the plea of sickness.
He sent his band of double drums and zoornas, or
Turkish hautboys; and we proceeded through im-
mense crowds of people to the town, where we ar-
rived at four o’clock. The whole distance from
Iskenderia to Hillah may be computed at about
twenty-five miles. 'We took up our quarters in the
house appointed for us by the Pasha of Bagdad,
which was built by the late Ali Pasha for his own
use.

December 11th.—I was visited early in the morn-
ing by the Governor. I inquired of him if there was
any place in the vicinity of Hillah called Broussa or
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Bursa; but he was entirely ignorant of any such
place, as indeed was every one else of whom I inquired;
but he promised to make inquiries. Two bricks were
brought to me with inscriptions: one of them was
perfect, and had bitumen* on the back of it. The
stamp was a long, narrow strip, different from those
commonly found.

December 12th.—The Governor again called on
me, and he brought me answers to all the questions I
had proposed to him yesterday. He told me that be-
low a place called Nebbi Eyoub there is a canal called
Jazeria, close to which are two artificial mounds
called Mokhalat and Adouar; and that to the west
of the Birs Nemroud is an artificial mound called
Towereij ; besides which, four hours distant from
Hillah, on the same bank of the river, but not close
to it, he said there was a village called Jerbouia, and
that near it is a place called Boursa, where are
vestiges of ancient buildings, similar to those found
at Babylon.

After he left me, I embarked in one of his boats,
and tracked a little way up the river, while my
people measured the eastern bank. I afterwards
landed, and mounted my horse at the termination of
the gardens which immediately surround the town. I
rode up the river, along its banks, and through a vil-
lage called Jumjuma. I observed on the opposite hank
of the river artificial mounds, which are called Anana,

* 1 was not able to hear of any bitumen ever having been fouud in
the vicinity of Hillah.
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and which, the natives told me, were the remains
of an ancient town ; but they could tell me nothing
further. A little to the east I remarked a very great
range of mounds, on which was a small mosque called
Amran Ibn Ali, who, they pretended, was killed in
this place. Here a man came up to me, of whom I
purchased a large black stone, with figures and in-
scriptions on it*, of which I hope to give a fuller
description elsewhere. I could not persuade him to
tell me the exact place where he found this antique.
These mounds were composed of loose earth, into
which the horses’ feet sunk sometimes knee-deep, and
the surface, which exhibited a great deal of nitre,
was covered with potsherds and pieces of brick. The
rain had worn deep furrows, and the excavations
were great, the people of the neighbourhood con-
tinually digging very deep in them, to find bricks for
building, a great many of which have writing on
them. After descending these mounds, we passed a
winding road or ravine, about as broad as the Eu-
phrates, and we came to another range, higher than
the last in some places, where the people had exca-
vated to the depth of more than ten feet. I saw evi-
dent vestiges of walls, composed of large bricks,
which had all bitumen on the backs of them, and
were placed on layers of mortar also. I observed no
unburnt bricks or reeds. The mortar has become
nearly as hard as the brick itself, and seems the same

* Now in the British Museum.—Ebp.
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as is used in the present day, which is called Noora
or Jos. I found here written bricks. I am of
opinion that the written bricks must have been laid
with their faces outwards, as I never saw any with
the smallest vestige of bitumen or cement of any kind
on the face where the writing was. On this same
range of mounds are deep ravines, or hollow ways,
more than twenty feet deep. There are excavations
made by those who dig for bricks, in all of which are
vestiges of walls. Near there I saw the half of alarge
jar; the other half had been broken in digging.
This jar was fixed in the wall, and near it were seve-
ral bones, which easily pulverised between the fingers.
Not far from this, I came to an excavation more
than thirty feet deep, at the foundation of which
was a canal full of water, over which was a floor laid
of cement. This canal, which runs between the
walls, was so deep that they say a horseman might
ride through it. A little further on, on the same ra-
vine, the walls on each side are extremely distinct:
the face of the one on the south, or right hand, was
clean and perfect, and between the layers was much
mud. One of the bricks had writing on its external
edge, they being here laid flat. The wall itself was
extremely thick, the inner side of it not being visible,
but buried in the rubbish. I think it could only
have had a facing of the fine brick, as, near the top,
it rises clear of the rubbish, and is only the thickness
of one brick ; and wherever it has been bored, the in-
side bricks are found to be infinitely smaller, and of
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an inferior quality to the exterior facing; but I
did not meet with bricks merely dried in the sun.
Great numbers of written bricks are found here.
Thé height of these mounds greatly deceive one ;
from their immense extent, and gradual descent into
the level plain, appearing much lower than they
really are.

I met here with a man who had been sent from
Bagdad, in order to superintend the repairs of the
fortifications of Hillah ; he had a number of Arabs
at work digging out bricks, who were of great use to
me in directing me to the most perfect vestiges of
building. They took me to a place called the Kasr,
or, according to their pronunciation, Gusr, or the
Palace; in going to which we observed a con-
tinuation of the wall above mentioned, but without
the external facing of fine brick—the cement ap-
peared perfectly white. To the north is an old tree
of greater apparent girth than any found in this
country, and of which only the external surface of
one side remains, and yet it is perfectly fresh and
vigorous. The people told me they believed it had
been there ever since the time of ancient Babylon—
it seems a kind of Salix. Upon the opposite side I
observed a great number of willows. About a hun-
dred yards from the tree, which lies in the direction
of N.N.E. from it, is the remarkable ruin called the
Kasr or Palace—the parts which remain are as
clean and perfect as if they had been just built. It
corresponds exactly with the four points of the
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compass, and is filled with rubbish in the inside
nearly to the top: all about it are walls, which
appear as if they had been overthrown by an earth-
quake. There are several hollows in it, called by
the natives serdaub, or cellars, in which several
people have been killed. An Arab standing by told
me that his father and brother were buried in the ruins
there, in digging for bricks, and that he very narrowly
escaped the same fate. I took drawings of these
ruing, and while I was doing this, the Arabs were
talking among themselves about my hussars, and
wishing they had ten thousand of them to destroy
the Wahabbees. The building here was exactly of
the same description as those above mentioned, but so
compact that the Arabs had left off digging in it, on
account of the great trouble in detaching the bricks.
The circumstance of mortar having been used in these
buildings is a curious one —though probably the
great quautity of nitre found in these mounds is a
proof that it was very generally used. There must,
however, of course, have been buildings of different
ages in Babylon. It is far from being improbable
that the noora or jos was discovered by the Baby-
lonians, as soon as the bitumen, since the desert
abounds with it.

December 13th.—T1 called upon the Governor, who
informed me of several antiques having been found
in the vicinity of Bedra Jessan, of which he was
formerly Governor. One of his men told me that at
a place thirty-five hours down the river on this
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side* is a mound very nearly as large as the Muje-
libé, where @ hat was found in the time of Ali
Pasha of solid gold, and a goose and some goslings of
pure gold likewise. Ali Pasha, as soon as he heard of
this discovery, sent after the treasure, but which the
Arabs would not give up. The Governor spoke of a
serdaub, as he called it, in the Mujelibé into which
he and several men had attempted to penetrate, but
as soon as they had proceeded a little way into the
cave their lights were extinguished, as they said, by
an invisible being. I explained to him the natural
cause of this, and requested he would send a man to
point out the spot fo me. He sent one of his tchoa-
dars, and I proceeded to the canal I discovered
yesterday—it runs to the south. Mooret went into
it with lights, and found it high enough for a man
to stand upright in: each side of it is walled, and it
is covered where the superstructure of earth and
rubbish has been cleared away, with a large thick
white stone of a soft nature, which I had yesterday
taken for indurated cement. I observed here some
parts of the wall cemented with bitumen, and others
with mortar, but not both together. I found three
kinds of cement—one bitumen or xiff, one mortar,
just as it is used at present—and the third a reddish
substance, probably mortar in a different state. This
canal seemingly passes under a street which extends
for a considerable way north and south—and the

* That is on the west side.
+ An English servant of Mr. Rich’s.
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walls of which are very high and built with baked
brick and mortar. They are discernible for a consider-
able distance, and run parallel to each other, the space
or street between being about fifteen feet wide. Iam
of opinion that a great part of these structures were
built in the manner used at present in these parts,
viz., a quantity of small bricks, earth and rubbish
were rammed down in the centre, and built round
with bricks. At one part I saw something like a
door, but it was filled up with rubbish.

We next went to the tree which the Arabs call
Athel¢, and they maintain that it was a Babylonian
tree, left on purpose for Imam Ali to tie his horse
to. Near the Kasr we found a range of unburnt
bricks. The Kasr is about two hundred yards from
the street or passage. I here corrected the sketch I
made yesterday, and then rode to the village of
Mujelibé, which is situated in a flat to the north—
and surrounded by gardens. All this part of the
plain is traversed by canals of different ages, one of
which they were just forming, and near it was a
plantation of cotton. We crossed over these canals
and came to the great mound, called by Beauchamp
Makloube, and by the natives Mukelibé or Muje-
libé, or Babel. This is by far the greatest mass of
the whole, and stands insulated. A canal called Neel
runs near it to the south, and on the north is a fur-
ther appearance of ruins. This mound faces nearly
to the four cardinal points—the west face is the
most perfect in regard to building—there appears
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near the top a wall running nearly round it, with
some interruptions, and deep ravines or furrows,
some of which lead almost into the heart of this
great pile. 'The whole of the buildings here are
composed of unburnt bricks, which are mixed up
with reeds or straw—with a layer of reeds between
each layer of bricks. I brought off a specimen of
these.

In ascending from this point, we found the den of
a wild beast, where we perceived a strong smell like
that of a lion, and found in it some bones of animals.
The whole extent of the top consists of a confusion
of smaller mounds and heaps, intersected by furrows
worn by the rains, and covered with pieces of
broken bricks, both burnt and unburnt—pieces of
pottery—fragments of bitumen—pieces of glass, and
mother of pearl, &c. The rest is earth composed
most probably of the decomposed unburnt bricks.
On the northern side, which is the steepest, near the
top, is a large aperture, which on entering it,
branches off into three passages. Moore went into
these with lights, and found the passages above
twice the height of a man, and the top was flat.
This apparently was a part of the original structure,
and not an excavation. This is the place the Gover-
nor mentioned as the enchanted serdaub. Near the
bottom of it, bitumen was perfectly observable
between the bricks, which were unburnt, and reeds
also between every layer. The beginning of the
passage is no more than three feet high-—this winds
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very much. The corners of this mound appear to
have been crowned with turrets. The opposite side
of the river is quite flat, without the smallest appear-
ance of ruins. Musseib was visible in the horizon,
as was the Towareij, a mound to the N.-W., and the
Birs Nemroud to the S.W. At the foot of this
mound, between seventy and a hundred yards from
it, to the north and east, are vestiges of buildings.
This mound is exactly 550 yards from the river, by
actual measurement. I took sketches of the four
faces of it.

On the mound on the bank of the river, near the
village of Jumjuma, some of our party discovered
fragments of urns with human bones, at the depth of
forty feet below the surface, close to the river.

We took some refreshments on the great mound
we had been exploring, and then rode from it
towards the south-east, where we found a large
mound of loose earth, and fragments of bricks.
This must have been a considerable structure, and
yet it is certain, having been dug into in various
directions, that it was composed of no other mate-
rials. It might have been cased with materials of a
superior nature. Near this are the smaller mounds,
and on the west a large open space between this and
the grand mounds of Amran Ibn Ali and the Kasr,
which was very much impregnated with nitre. A
few yards to the eastward of this, running nearly
north and south, with a trifling variation to the east,
is a long mound of no considerable height, but con-
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tinued for a great way to the south, which might be
taken for the wall. We came to an opening in it
where the mound on the south side was much larger
than the general range, and might possibly have
been a gate. We came to a still larger mound
which crossed the other at right angles, and after
running a considerable way to the east, extended to
the north at a great distance, forming a square.
This appeared to be still more like what one would
imagine must be the remains of the walls. There
appear to be no remains of any consequence on the
western bank of the river, except the Birs Nemroud,
which is at too great a distance to come under con-
sideration at present. If this be the case, the
smaller mound, which we took for the wall, would
give too small an area for the city—for in that case
the river must formerly have had a different channel,
as we know it ran nearly through the centre of the
city—this is far from being improbable. We ob-
served several places where the river had altered its
original bed several hundred feet. But the large
range of ruins even would be too small—and then
the termination or southern wall of the city would
be a great way above Hillah. Some traces of the
walls certainly must be preserved, as they were used
as an enclosure so late as the time of the Parthian
monarchs.

The present remains of Babel, as the natives call
these ruins, are as follow: first, on leaving the
gardens of Hillah you come to the first range, on the




JOURNEY TO BABYLON. 17

side of which is the tomb of Amran Ibn Ali, under
which is the village of Jumjuma, to the south-east.
A ravine or rather road 'is on the west—and, on
the west of that, on the bank of the river, is another
eminence about forty feet above the river, where the
urns and bones were found—to the north is a plain,
on the north of which is a still greater range of
mounds or ruins, in which is the tree, the canal and
street, and the Kasr: descending from this to the
north you come to another plain, which extends to
the north and east—there are gardens near it, and a
small village close to the banks of the river. To-
wards the north-east is the village of Mujelibe,
which is surrounded with a wall—you then come to
the canals* above mentioned, and then to the north
to the grand mound called Babel, or Mujelibé, by
the natives, and noticed by Pietro della Valle, Beau-
champ, and others. Further on to the north there
are no more ruins.

The first range of mounds, those of Amran, are of

soft mould, with fragments of bricks.

The second is dug into in every direction for
bricks. Between these and the Mujelibé are low
mounds, which may have been private houses.

December 14th.—We went again to the canal,
where a number of men were at work digging for
bricks, who had left off working yesterday on ac-
count of its being Friday.

I observed a range of ruins extending all along

* Called by the natives Naher, or Arki. -
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the bank of the river, which has evidently changed
its course, in some parts having encroached, as in a
burying-ground, and in others having left its channel.
At the canal I took particular notice how they pro-
cured the bricks. They were all burnt ones, and
had all writing on them. The face which had the
inscription on it was always placed downwards—the
cement on the right hand or southern side was bitu-
men. It is curious that the bitumen does not adhere
to the lower or written face, but invariably to the
upper. The people say that noora or lime has been
strewed over the bitumen to prevent its sticking to
the writing—and yet to what purpose preserve that,
which was placed in such a manner that it could
never be read? If these bricks had been taken from
some still older building, they would not have taken
care to place them all regularly with their faces
down. I scraped off the bitumen from the upper
sides of a great number of bricks, but found no
writing on them. I had a great quantity of bricks
pulled out of the wall in my presence, and found
them all answering the above description, without
any variation. The only instance I ever saw of any
inscription being found on any other than the lower
face of the bricks, was one on the edge of a brick,
in the part of the wall which is most perfect. I am
of opinion that all the burnt bricks were inscribed—
some of the inscriptions are contained within a long
narrow frame, others in one perfectly square—al-
ways with a margin round. The clay or unburnt
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bricks appear to be of greater dimensions than those
which are burned.

The wall which is at the termination of the street,
appears to have crossed it at right angles, and to
have been connected with the Kasr. In the plain,
between this and the north, are small eminences,
apparently composed of inferior buildings. To the
east is a large circular space, which apparently had
never any building on it, and is covered with tus-
socks of rank grass, as if water had covered it.
The greatest part of the plain and smaller eminences
are very rich in nitre, which in some places looks as
white as if the ground had been covered by a recent
fall of snow.

I am informed that in January the river is high, =
and then a great part of this plain is overflown,
which renders many of the ruins inaccessible. The
opposite side of the river has a very verdant marshy
appearance, and I observed a great number of wil-
lows*, some of which had attained a great size.

On the right or east of the plain just mentioned is
a range of mounds, and the great mound of rubbish
we visited yesterday. We rode on to the Mujelibé
or grand mound.

I observe as a singular circumstance in this part
of the country, that there are several old canals with
more recent ones running parallel and close to them.

* « By the rivers of Babylon there we sat down ; yea, we wept, when
we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon ke willows in
the midst thereof,” &c. Ps. 137,

c?2
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It appears extraordinary that instead of digging a
new canal they do not repair that which is found
ready to their hand. The canal called Neel is an
instance of this. There is an old one, and a more
modern one, close to it.

I went with ten men with pickaxes and shovels to
make experiments on the Mujelibé; they dug into
the heaps on the top, and found layers of burnt
bricks, with inscriptions laid in mortar. A kind of
parapet of unburnt bricks appears to have sur-
rounded the whole. On the western face the mud
bricks were not only laid on reeds, but mixed up
with them. In the northern face, where a part is
also still standing, the bricks are not mixed up with
reeds, but only laid on layers of them ; here I found
some beams of the date tree, specimens of which I
brought away. The part of the mud wall standing
on the west front is not thick ; that on the northern
side is more so, but none of them are of any con-
siderable thickness. On the north front, the height
of the whole pile to the top of the parapet is 132 feet.
The south-east angle is higher. I dug into several
other parts of the top, and found only earth and
rubbish. In one hole I found some quills of a por-
cupine, which animal the natives eat. The tchoadar
who accompanied me yesterday, came with us again
to-day. He told me that in the desert to the west
animals are found, the upper part of which resembles
perfectly a man, and the lower parts a sheep—that
the Arabs hunt them with greyhounds, and that
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when they find themselves close pressed, they utter
miserable cries, entreating for mercy—but that the
hunters kill them, and eat their lower parts The
tchoadar had evidently not the slightest doubt of the
truth of his wonderful story.

I set my men to work exactly over the passage
called the Serdaub, with the hopes of laying as
much of it open as might lead to a probable con-
jecture what it was originally destined for. In the
Serdaub, about four years ago, they found a great
number of marble fragments, and immediately after-
wards a body enclosed in a case or coffin of mul-
berry wood, completely dressed. I conversed with a
person who saw it—he was a respectable man from
Bagdad, and appeared not deficient in intelligence—
he told me it had on boots which were black and
reached above the knees, that the dress was a tight
or short one—that on getting it out, it separated into
two pieces, and that soon after exposure to the air,
both the body and the coffin crumbled into dust. I
found a small point or spike of brass wrought with
some care. I left my people at work, as they here
will have enough to employ them for several days.
I observed from the top of this mound the range
which we yesterday took for the city wall, I mean the
outer and large one. It had clearly the appearance
from this height of a boundary—its course wasto the
south-east ; and it must have come close to, or joined,
this tower, beyond which no traces. of it are visible.

December 15th.—1 rode out to the ruins, but
more in the direction of the river. The ruins com»
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mence about one mile and a half above Hillah, near
which place there are none on this side of the river.
The southern boundary of the ruins is a large flat
mound, running on the right hand in the direction of
north-east and by east, and on the left it makes a
sweep to the north-west. On it are two very small
walls standing, evidently belonging to a compara-
tively modern building.

Continuing your course to the left or north-west, you
come to the banks of the river, along which there is
a range of mounds or ruins, which increase in height
as you advance to the north. When they are about
the parallel of the Kasr they rise to the height of
forty feet ; the front towards the river is abrupt, and
at the bottom of it, close to the water’s edge, which
washes its foot, are found the urns filled with human
bones. These are fixed in the wall, which is of
burnt bricks, cemented with bitumen. Just above,
this mound still continues its course, though not of
so great a height, in a direct line to the north or
north-west ; but the river has deserted its bed evi-
dently, there being a plain of above two hundred
yards’ breadth between the foot of the mound and the
river, which takes a bend nearly east and west.
This mound ‘loses itself a little before you come to
the canal called Neel. Amother canal runs through
the plain, at the foot of the Mujelibe, in a slanting
direction to the south-east. Between this range of
ruins on the banks of the river, and the grand
central heaps, runs a broad valley, white with nitre,
and covered with tussocks of rank grass. The two
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grand heaps, namely those of Amran and the Kasr,
appear to join, or nearly so, on this side. Below the
old tree, in the same mound, I discovered another of
a different species, but seemingly of great age,
though not so much so as the other. The canal so
often’ mentioned is full of rain water impregnated
with nitre. The bricks of the Kasr are much whiter
than any found elsewhere, and have no inscriptions
on them. In this mound pieces of varnished bricks
are found in great abundance. Moore made out the
measurement of this height from the top of the
mound to the bottom of the foundation, thirty-eight
feet ; breadth of the street thirty-four feet. The
stones which cover the canal are several yards in
breadth, and about a yard thick: they are so heavy
that the brick-work by which they are supported is
bent in on each side. At the Mujelibé I dis-
covered the entrance to another passage on the left
hand side of the great furrow -or chasm on the
western face. The men at work on the top of the
north-west angle of the mound had penetrated about
ten feet deep. They had come to a quadrangular
funnel about thirteen feet square, the sides of which
were of burnt brick and bitumen ; the centre had
been filled with dust or dirt, probably unburnt bricks
which had decayed. They turned up several earthen
pots, one of which had the remains of a fine white
varnish on the outside. We found on the top of the
mound several shells, a few bits of glass and mother-
of-pearl, also several bricks which had been so much
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burnt that they had vitrified in some parts. The
river near this runs north-west and south-east to its
angle, about the parallel of the village of Mujelibe,
and termination of the ruins on its banks. In an
easterly direction from the Mujelibé is a mound
called El Hheimar—it is of a pyramidal shape, and
is about four hours off. In the west we observed a
village called Tahmasia, in the direction of the Birs
Nemroud. At the foot of the mound where the
urns were found, I discovered in the water bricks
and other vestiges of building, a sure sign that the
river has encroached here. The side of this ridge
towards the land slopes down into the plain that
separates it from the grand mounds. In the excava-
tions my people are making in the Mujelibe,
another beam of date tree has been found.

December 16th.—The Seraff Bashi* (a Jew) of
the place came to see me. I asked him what the
Jews call the prison of Nebuchadnezzar—he said, it
was the Birs. He had never been at the Birs him-
self. 'The Jews have a small synagogue here.
There are no Christians.

The Governor called again this morning. I after-
wards took a ride among the gardens, to see if there
were any remains of building thereabouts, as men-
tioned by some travellers. I went first to the
Mesjid-el-Shems, where they say the sun delayed his
course on purpose to oblige Ali. The Mosque itself
is small, and contains nothing worthy of observation.

* The head, or government banker.
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It has a dome and a spire in shape resembling a pine
apple, similar to the one at the tomb of Zobeide, the
celebrated wife of Haroun al Raschid, and Sheikh
Shehab-ud-deen of Bagdad. On the top of the spire
of the Mesjid-el-Shems was a mud cap on a pole, not
unlike the cap of liberty. They pretend to say that
this turns with the sun. From this I penetrated
among the gardens of the western side of Hillah in
every direction, and by the most unfrequented paths,
but saw nothing resembling the remains of any
ancient building. Indeed it stands to sense that
there can be nothing of this nature among the gar-
dens. They could not cultivate such heaps of ruins
as these of Mujelibe, and any inferior mound simply
composed of earth, they would certainly have le-
velled. I do not understand M. Otter’s expression,
that the site of Babylon is generally covered with
wood, and that most of the ruins are concealed in
coppices. 'There are no vestiges of wood near this
plain except the gardens on the banks of the river,
and those belonging immediately to the town. At
all events, coppice was a wrong word to make use of,
and we must probably attribute this to the faultiness
of the translation. '

I rode partly round the town walls ; they are very
miserable, composed chiefly of mud, with here and
there a semicircular tower repaired with bricks,
Near the Tahmasia gate they were repairing the
walls, or rather making men work with fine square
bricks brought from the Kasr. There is a small
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ditch round the town. The gardens are very ex-
tensive. The Euphrates is now rising, but it will
fall again shortly, and rise in the spring, when it
will continue longer at its height than the Tigris
does, and will overflow the low parts of the sur-
rounding plain, including . the valleys among the
ruins.

December 17th—Last night the men whom I
had employed to dig into the grand mound came and
informed me they had discovered a skeleton in a
coffin. They brought me a specimen of the bones
and of the coffin. The bones were astonishingly
sound. They brought me also a brass bird, which,
from being hollow on the other side, seems to have
been fixed to the coffin as an ornament ; besides this
was another brass ornament, which must have been
suspended to something; and a round stone which
they found under the head of the coffin. I resolved
to go and examine the place this morning, and like-
wise retouch some of my sketches. We accordingly
set off after breakfast, but the day was too boisterous
and dusty, the wind being southerly, to attempt draw-
ing. Itherefore rode directly to the great mound, and
found that my workmen had opened a passage down
into the Serdaub. We descended with a mashall or
flambeau, and found some narrow low windings—
those that were most perfect were flat roofed. Two
kinds of bricks are found here, burnt and unburnt,
with layers of straw, and also bitumen; the burnt
bricks being laid in the latter. These cells or pas-
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sages are so ruinous that. it is impossible to say what
could have been their original design. Fronting the
place where we descended, at about the height of
eight feet from the bottom, in the wall, was the coffin
the men had discovered. I stood by and observed
them by the light of the mashall, while they dug it
out, standing on a ladder. They could only pull it
out piece by piece; sometimes the bones came out
with occasionally pieces of the coffin, I could not
find the skull, nor collect a perfect skeleton. In
digging a little further we found the bones of a
young child. These with the bodies found before
seem to prove this place to have been a cemetery.
The *person whom I employed assured me that the
black boots mentioned above were nothing more than
bitumen. On the top of the mound I observed
burnt bricks, not perfect in shape, laid in layers of
mortar.

From the place whence they dug out the bones
they pulled out several fine burnt bricks, perfect in
shape, some of which had writing on them, and
bitumen adhering to the other side. In my ride
home over the mound of the Kasr, I heard of a
large statue which had been found some time ago,
but had been covered up again. I immediately took
steps to procure it, and hope to be in possession of it
to-morrow.

I sent Moore to measure the river ; he found it to
be 75 fathoms broad at Hillah, 2% in depth ; and the



28 JOURNEY TO BABYLON.

current 2} knots per hour. It is at present rising.
In the spring, when it is at its height, it probably
runs a knot more, and when low, half a knot less.
The number of boats of which the bridge at Hillah
is composed, is thirty-two. When the river is low
they diminish, when at its height they add to this
number.

December 18th.—Went to see the Governor, and
afterwards rode out to the mounds of Amran Ibn Alj,
to retouch my sketches, which I had not been able
to do yesterday. I entered the little mosque, and
found a court-yard, at one end of which was a dome.
The tomb of Amran, who was a son of Ali’s, and
killed in a battle near this place, is under the dome,
but below the surface of the earth; you descend to it
by a flight of twenty-two steps. The body is in a
kind of niche, or rather chamber, in the wall, and is
enclosed in a wooden chest, part of which is visible
through the wooden grating that covers the door of
the niche, which is not above two feet and a half
high above the ground. To the balustrade are tied
various small pieces of silk and cord. I inquired the
meaning of this, and was informed that people are in
the habit of coming to make requests of the Saint,
upon which occasion they tie a piece of string to the
balustrade of his tomb, and when they have succeeded
according to their desire, they come and remove the
string, bringing a small present to the keeper of the
tomb. On the right hand, in the same chamber, is
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a large tomb of stones, under which are said to lie
the bodies of seven of Amran’s comrades, who were
.all slain on the same occasion.

They believe that Ali himself built this structure.
The keeper told me that his father wished to make
some alterations in the dome, but that Ali had
appeared to him in a vision, and desired him not to
meddle with what he had himself constructed. I
rode to the highest part of this mound and completed
my sketches.

Although I was pretty certain from the view
which I had of the other bank of the river, that there
could be no ruins on it, I was determined to inspect
it more narrowly myself. I therefore returned home,
and thence rode through the gardens on the west
side of the Euphrates, and came to the Mesjid i
Shems, which is situated among the gardens of the
town, on the outside of the walls. I went into it,
and found it supported by very thick and short pillars,
about ten or twelve feet in girth, from which sprung
arches exactly in the Gothic manner. I was exceed-
ingly struck by the resemblance. I saw a tomb
railed in with wood, which they told me was the
tomb of Joshua!!! Quitting the Mesjid i Shems,
we rode out along the banks of the river. The
country is perfectly level, except where intersected
by canals, which it is in a very surprising manner.
These might very easily deceive the unpractised eye
into the belief that they were vestiges of walls or
buildings. Here and there the gardens extend along
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the banks of the river at intervals, into almost all of
which we went in search of ruins. There were also
several miserable-looking Arab villages. We exa-
mined the whole of this side of the river in the most
minute and particular manner ; and except nearly op-
posite the village of Jumjuma, or the Mosque of Am-
ran, we could discern nothing that bore the most re-
mote resemblance to remains of building. There was
a mound or two of no height or extent, one of which
ran nearly parallel to the mounds of Amran for
about ninety or a hundred yards. Every other emi-
nence on minute inspection turned out to be a canal.
I took a drawing of the elevation of the mounds of
Amran, comprehending the remarkable embankment
of the river; and we afterwards returned back,
being satisfied that there never could have been a
town, or at least any remarkable buildings, on the
west bank of the river.* I found to-day that I had
been mistaken in supposing the trees I had seen on
this bank, from the opposite one, to be willows; there
were none visible. This, however, proves nothing.
There is a low spit of land left by the river Tigris,
near my camp at Gherrara, in the neighbourhood of
Bagdad, which last year was covered with willows,
but this year there was not a vestige of them re-
maining. .

December 19th.—To day we made an excursion to
see the Birs Nemroud. We went out of the town at

* The rise of the river to-day has been twelve feet.
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the Mesjid Ali gate (Bab-ul Mesjid), on the inside
of which the Pasha of Bagdad has begun building a
new wall to the town, of bricks dug up from the
Kasr; and it seems constructed on a much better
plan than the old one.

The morning was at first stormy, and threatened
rain, but it afterwards cleared up. On our right we
had the village of Tahmasia, embosomed in a grove
of date-trees. Itis a small village, said to have been
built by Shah Tahmas.

We arrived at the Birs about half-past eleven.
There are vestiges of mounds all round it to a con-
siderable extent, and the country is also traversed by
canals in every direction. The soil round the Birs
was sandy. To the north of it runs a canal called
Hindia, dug for the use of Mesjid Ali, by order, and '
at the expense of, Shujah ud Doulah. Close to the
Birs, or at about a hundred yards from it, and
parallel to its southern front, is a high mound, almost
equal in size to that of the Kasr. On the top of it
are two koubbehs, or places of prayer. The one is
called Ibrahim Khalil, where they show his burial-
place, which is under ground, exactly in the style of
Amran Ibn Ali. The natives tell you that it was
here that Abraham was thrown into the fire by Nim-
rod. This tomb has been lately repaired. Close to
it is a ruin called Mekam Saheb Zeman, which ap-
pears to relate to Meh’hdy; but what particular or
circumstance it was destined to celebrate, I was not
able to learn. Under this, in the side of the mound,
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is an excavation which they call the Serdaub. Itis
not remarkable. I searched here for the inscriptions
mentioned by Niebuhr, but found no traces of them.
Saheb Zeman appears to have been that kind of
pine-apple spire I have before alluded to; but only a
piece or two of it now remains.

As we had very little time to spare, we divided
our work. Mr. Lockett, with my Englishmen, fell
to measuring, and I to take sketches.

The Birs is an enormous mound. At the north
end it rises; and there is an immense brick wall,
thirty-seven feet in height and twenty-eight in
breadth, upon it. This wall is not on the centre of
the north summit of the mound, but appears to have
formed the southern face of it. The other parts of
the summit are covered by huge fragments of brick-
work, tumbled confusedly together; and what is
most extraordinary, they are partly converted into a
solid, vitrified mass. The layers are in many places
perfectly distinguishable ; but the whole of these
lumps seem to have undergone the action of fire.
Several lumps of the same matter have rolled down,
and remain partly on the side of the mound, and
partly in the plain. The large wall on the southern
face of the summit is built of burnt bricks, with
writing on them, and so close together, that no ce-
ment is discoverable between the layers. Small
square apertures are left, which go quite through the
building, and are arranged in a kind of quincunx
form. Down the face of the wall the bricks have
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separated, leaving a large crack. On the side to-
wards the mound of Ibrahim Khalil the mound
slopes down from the foot of this, and up nearly half
its height, is a flat road running round this part of it,
twenty of my paces broad. From this the mound
slopes more gradually to the plain, or valley between
it and the mound of Ibrahim Khalil, and is worn
into deep ravines or furrows, like the Mujelibe.

On the other, or north face of this pile, it slopes
down more abruptly, at once into the plain, with only
hollows or paths round it, the road before mentioned,
which from that part appears to surround the build-
ing, losing itself before it reaches this. On the
north-west face, where it also slopes at once down
into the plain, are vestiges of building in the side,
exactly similar in appearance and construction to the
wall on the top, with the holes or apertures which
are mentioned in the description of that.

At the foot of all is, seemingly, a flat base of
greater extent, but very little raised above the level
of the plain. The whole sides of this mound are
covered with pieces of brick, both burnt and un-
burnt — bitumen, pebbles, spar, blackstone; the
same sand or lime-stone which covers the canal
at the Kasr, and even fragments of white marble.
No reeds were to be seen in any part of the build-
ing, though I saw one or two specimens of burnt
bricks which evidently had reeds in their composition,
and some had the impression of reeds on their cement.

D
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I saw also several bricks which were thickly coated
with bitumen on their lower face.

In the lowest part of the mound, oppomte Ibrahlm
Khalil, the mounds are most evidently composed of
unburnt bricks, the layers being in a great measure
visible. This would lead one to imagine that it was
not originally a part of the great pile, were not speci-
mens of this kind of brick found in it also.

The Arabs do not, I believe, dig so offen for
bricks in these mounds as in those on the eastern
bank of the Euphrates ; seemingly on account of the
difficulty of separating them perfect, the incon-
venience of land-carriage, and the fear of the Be-
douins.

The tribe of the Algheshaum Arabs are at present
in this neighbourhood. They are under the govern-
ment of the Pasha of Bagdad, though, in common
with all their countrymen, they are very likely to give
annoyance to the traveller. The Sheikh came to pay
his respects to me. Other tribes, of a more openly
dangerous character, often frequent this neighbour-
hood, which may account for this ruin never having

been accurately described before. ‘
"~ There is a very. fine view from the face of the
~ tower and summit of the mound. We saw Kefeel,
 or the tomb of Ezekiel, and were informed that
Mesjid Ali, which is ten hours off, is visible early in
the morning.

Bricks are found in every part of this huge pile by
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digging. The circumference of the base, not the
low one, is 762 yards : the whole height of it, fronr
this measured base to the summit of the tower or
wall, is 335 feet; but there can be no doubt that it
was much higher. The form is more oblong than
square. I found the longest side to be 248 of my
paces.

If this building had been on the other bank of the
Euphrates, or nearer the ruins, I should have had no
hesitation in calling it the Tower of Belus. It is
a most astonishing ruin. I endeavoured to procure
some of the bricks perfect, but they were so strongly
cemented together, that the workmen I took with
me could only break off pieces of them. They had
all writing on them.

We set out, on our return, at five minutes before
two, and arrived at Hillah about four. The distance
between the Birs and Hillah is six miles.

Our escort consisted of my own hussars, sepoys,
and galloper-gun, under the care of Tcheyt Sing; in
addition to which the Governor had sent about sixty.
Arab horsemen, without asking my leave. Iinquired
of the mehmandar the reason of this. He said that
the orders of the Pasha were so particular respecting
me, that the Governor did not think himself autho-
rised to break through them; that he had even at
first sent out in addition twenty or thirty kaouklees®,
but that these the mehmandar had ordered to retire.

* Officers of government.

D2
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s As for these Arabs,” said he, “let them come:
should any Arabs start up in the way, they will save
us trouble. 'We will let loose dog against dog !”

The Governor excused himself from not coming
out to meet me on my return, on.the score of there
being my karam with me.

I heard this evening that my workmen at the Kasr
had uncovered a colossal statue of black stone, and I
purpose visiting it to-morrow, on my way back to
Bagdad. »

December 20th.—Set out on our return home.
In my way I rode to the mound of the Kasr, where
my men had been at work for the last ten days in
elearing away what they call the Idol. To my great
disappointment, instead of finding the statue of a man:
with inscriptions, I found a lion cut out of eoarse
grey granite, of extraordinary dimensions. It stands
on a pedestal, which is nearly buried in the rubbish.
It is on the side of a mound, about a hundred yards
to the east of the tree and the Kasr, and is fallen
from its apparently original position, but does not.
rest upon the ground, being rather in a reclining
position. The rubbish having been cleared from
under it, it will probably soon fall entirely. Mr.
Lockett remarked having seen several lions, seem-
ingly of the same kind of workmanship, in Persia,
especially at Shapour, but never of so great a size.
I take this to be the idol mentioned by Beauchamp.
The workmanship is indifferent. In the mouth is a
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circular aperture, into which a man can thrust his
fist. . : ‘

All along the road to Mohawil Khan are vestiges
of ruins: in particular I observed three mounds.
Al Hheimar is three hours from Mohawil, upon the.
same line. Itis a high, conical mound, with bricks.
like those found at Babylon.

We slept at Iskenderia Khan, all about which,
and, indeed, almost all along the road to Bagdad,
are vestiges of buildings, mounds, &c.

Heard from my mehmandar of the city mentioned
by Niebuhr, called Hatra, between Mousul and Ana.
My Englishman (Moore) had been at the place, and
saw very considerable ruins, with large pillars of
stone ; in particular, a high wall, about forty feet,
with a ledge on the top, and a row of men’s heads
sculptured on it.

December 21st.—Left Iskenderia. About half
way between Bir-onoos and Assad Khan is a dry
canal, over which is a ruined bridge of one arch.

Yesterday a caravan was plundered here by Sulei-
man Bairak, and his Agalees, about sixty in number.
This is a very rare occurrence. The Sheikh of the
Zobeide Arabs is responsible for all accidents that
occur on the Hillah road.

The country hereabouts is the most flat, barren,
and dreary that can possibly be imagined.

Between Assad Khan and Kiahya Khan we met
with upwards of one thousand Persians going to Ker-
hela, for the approaching Bairam. Kiahya Khan
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was built by Ahmed Kiahya of Bagdad. He was
out late on a hunting-party in this neighbourhood,
and was obliged to take shelter for the night in some
Arab tents near this spot, which caused him to build
this khan. It is a handsome one in appearance, but
now much neglected.

We arrived at Bagdad at four o’clock.
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ADVERTISEMENT*.

THE following Memoir was originally published at Vienna,
in a Journal entitled Mines de I Orient, conducted by Mr.
Hammer, a learned Orientialist of that city, at whose re-
quest it was composed. It is now republished, though
without any instructions from the author, and without the
advantage of his correction, in order partly to satisfy
curiosity on an interesting subject, but still more to solicit
the counsel of the learned in the prosecution of those in-
quiries, Geographical and Antiquarian, for which the situa-
tion of Bagdad furnishes peculiarly favourable opportunities.
This Memoir is viewed by the Author as only the first
fruits of imperfect research. It may perhaps be considered
with the more indulgence, as it is believed that it is the only
account of these memorable ruins hitherto laid before the
public by a native of the British Islands.

* Written by the late Right Honourable Sir James Mackintosh.
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MEMOIR

ON

THE RUINS OF BABYLON.

THE site of Babylon having never been either tho-
roughly explored, or accurately described, I beg
leave to offer to the Associates of the Mines de I Orient
an account of my observations on that celebrated
spot, the completion of which has been retarded by
frequent interruptions from indisposition and official
occupation.

I have frequently had occasion to remark the in-
adequacy of general descriptions to convey an ac-
curate idea of persons or places. I found this per-
ticularly exemplified in the present instance. From
the accounts of modern travellers, I had expected to
have found on the site of Babylon, more or less,
than I actually did. Less, because I could have
formed no conception of the prodigious extent of the
whole ruins, or of the size, solidity, and perfect state,
of some of the parts of them; and more, because 1
thought that I should have distinguished some traces,
however imperfect, of many of the principal struc-



44 MEMOIR ON THE RUINS

tures of Babylon. I imagined, I should have said:
“ Here were the walls, and such must have been
the extent of the area. There stood the palace, and
this most assuredly was the tower of Belus.”—

was completely deceived : instead of a few insulated
mounds, I found the whole face of the country
covered with vestiges of building, in some places
consisting of brick walls surprisingly fresh, in others,
merely of a vast succession of mounds of rubbish of
such indeterminate figures, variety, and extent, as
to involve the person who should have formed any
theory in inextricable confusion.—This, together
'with the impossibility, in such a remote situation,
of referring to all the authorities I should have con-
sulted, will cause my account of the remains of
Babylon to appear very meagre and unsatisfactory.
I announce no discovery, I advance no interesting
hypothesis; I am sensible that to form anything like
a correct judgment, much study and consideration,
and frequent visits to the same place, are requisite.
As probably more weight may be attached to my
opinions from my residence on the spot, and advan-
tages of observation, than they would otherwise be
entitled to, I would rather incur the imputation of
being an ignorant and superficial observer, than mis-
lead by forming rash decisions upon subjects so diffi-
cult to be properly discussed ; and I shall therefore
confine myself, in the present Memoir, to a plain,
minute, and accurate statement of what I actually
saw, avoiding all conjectures except where they may
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tend to throw light on the description, or be the
means of exciting others to inquiry and consideration.
I have added a few sketches, illustrative of the prin-
eipal objects, for which I claim no other merit than
that of scrupulous fidelity, having heen solicitous to
render them accurate representations, rather than
good drawings. For the sake of greater intelligibility
in my descriptions, I have added a general sketch
of the ground, for the measurements of which I am
indebted to a gentleman who accompanied me (Mr.
Lockett), who superintended that operation whilst
I was employed in drawing and exploring. I project
other excursions to the same spot to confirm and
prosecute my researches; and preparatory to them I
solicit the communications and queries of the learned,
for my guidance and information.

An inquiry concerning the foundation of Babylon,
and the position of its remains, does not enter into
my present plan ; the latter subject has been already
so ably treated by Major Rennell, in his Geography
of Herodotus (a work to which I have often been
under obligations, which I take this opportunity of
acknowledging), that I shall consider the site of
Babylon as established in the environs of Hillah, and
commence my description with an account of the
country about that place.

The whole country between Bagdad and Hillah is
a perfectly flat and (with the exception of a few spots
as you approach the latter place) uncultivated waste.
That it was at some former period in a far different
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state, is evident from the number of canals by which
it is traversed, now dry and neglected, and the
quantity of heaps of earth, covered with fragments of
brick and broken tiles, which are seen in every direc-
tion,—the indisputable traces of former population.
At present the only inhabitants of this tract are the
Zobeide Arabs, the Sheikh of which tribe is respon-
sible for the security of the road, which is so much
frequented that robberies are comparatively seldom.
heard of. At convenient distances khans or cara-
vanserais are erected for the accommodation of travel-
lers, and to each of them is attached a small village
of Fellahs*. The first of these is Kiahya Khan, so
called from its founder, Ahmed the Kiahya or minis-
ter of Suleiman Pasha: it is about seven miles from
Bagdad T, and is rather a handsome building ; but,
from its vicinity to the town, is now unfrequented.
The general direction of the Hillah road is N. and S.
—Assad Khan is the next stage, and is distant from
Kiahya Khan about five miles; and between four
and five miles to the southward of it the road is inter-
sected by the famous Naher Malcha, or fluvius re-
gius, the work, it is said, of Nebuchadnezzar ; which
is now dry, like many others which I forbear men-
tioning as being of no importance, though as late as
the time of the Caliphs it was applied to the purposes

* Arab peasants.

+ I have laid down the distance on the Hillah road by computation
and not actual measurement, taking the ordinary walk of a light ca:
ravan at three British miles the hour.
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of irrigation. It is. confined between two very high
mounds, and on the northern one, near the road, is a
small ruin, called Sheikh Shoubar, which is visible
from afar. Before arriving at the Naher Malcha, and
half way between Assad Khan and the next stage, is
asmall canal, over which is a bridge of one arch, now
ruinous. Some time ago, a large lion came regular-
ly every evening from the banks of the Euphrates,
and took his stand on this bridge, to the terror of the
traveller; he was at last shot by a Zobeide Arab.
Till very lately this canal was filled from the Eu-
phrates ; and the desert in the vicinity was, in cense-
quence, cultivated : but the proprietors, finding the
exactions of the Government to be more than their
industry could answer, were obliged te abandon the
spot. The next khan, distant upwards of seven
miles, is Bir-iunus, or Jonas’s Well, called by the
Turks Orta Khan, from its being erroneously counted
the half of the distance between Bagdad and Hillah.
It is only remarkable for a deep well, with a descent
by steps to the water, and the tomb of a Turkish
saint. Fine hawks, of the species called Balaban,
used in hunting the antelope, are caught here. Near
three miles from this, the road to Kerbela, by the
bridge of Musseib on the Euphrates, branches off
from the Hillah road, in the direction of S. 67 W.
Iskenderia is about seven miles from Bir-iunus,
and is a large handsome khan, built lately at the ex-
pense of Mohammed Hussein Khan, Emin-eddoulah
to the king of Persia, near a former much inferior
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one of the same name, which is still standing,
though deserted. All around it are vestiges of
building, which would seem to indicate the prior ex<
istence of some large town, and the bricks.of which
it is built were dug up on the spot. The first khan
on the Kerbela or rather Musseib road, called Miz~
rakjee Oghlou, from the name of the Bagdad mer-
chant who founded it, is very near this, on the same
line ; and Musseib itself is visible in the direction of
S. 80 W. From Iskenderia to Khan Hajee Sulei-
man (a mean building erected by an Arab) is a dis-
tance of upwards of eight miles; and at this khan
the road is traversed by a canal cut from the Eu-
phrates at the village of Naseria (which bears N. 20
W. from the road), and is full of water in the
spring, as are many of the canals between this and
Hillah. '

Four miles from Hajee Suleiman is Mohawil, also
a very indifferent khan, close to which is a large
‘canal, with a bridge over it: beyond this every thing
announces an approach to the remains of a large city.
The ruins of Babylon may in fact be said almost to
commence from this spot, the whole country between
it and Hillah exhibiting, at intervals, traces of build-
ing, in which are discoverable burnt and unburnt
bricks and bitumen; three mounds in particular at-
tract attention from their magnitude. The ground
to the right and left of the road bears the appearance
of being partially, and occasionally, a morass, though,
at the time we passed it, it was perfectly dry: the
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road, which is due S, lies within a quarter of a mile
of the celebrated mass, called by Pietro della Valle,
the Tower of Belus; Hillah is nine miles from
Mohawil, and nearly forty-eight from Bagdad.
Hillah is called by Abulfeda, Hillah Bene Mo-
zeid ; he, and the Turkish geographer, who copies
him, say it was built, or rather augmented, by Saif-
ed-doulah, in the year of the Hejira 495*, or A.p.
1101-2, in the land of Babel. The Turkish geo-
grapher appears to place the ruins of Babylon con-
siderably more to the northward in the direction of
Sura and Felugiah. The district called by the na-
tives El-Aredth Babel extends on both sides the
Euphrates. Its latitude, according to Niebuhr, is
32° 28/, and it is situated on the western bank of the
Euphrates, a few shops and huts only being on the
eastern. It is meanly built, and its population does
not exceed between 6 and 7000, consisting of Arabs
and Jews (who have one synagogue), there being no
Christians, and only such Turks as are employed in
the government. It is divided into seven small

dm,d;bwbmrg»&bgbdfmdu)sbdb*
Lpaaey Jjliall g Wi g gy JB 80T e 5 Oy oy
do,,;..\Jl uf‘jq\.nu:uwdd&smd,ﬂ (v

u.mo\s“ W gk (J-”L(“J‘ UK d\u‘!o LI
Abulfeda. -

SRS 8o ‘J» do Ky sody &S sl olosy do

r"h"’sff Jl:‘ blais! J)L\‘c) Gyl Jof ol ads gy
PRV | VP = gl.: ! OO L B el Ll Yoyl
Djihannuma, s Jy’ sy il jgad;e0 ‘g)d

E



50 MEMOIR ON THE RUINS

mabhalles or parishes; but there is only one mosque
in the town, all the other places of worship being
mere ibadetgahs or oratories. The walls are of mud,
and present a truly contemptible appearance; but
the present Pasha of Bagdad has ordered a new wall
to be constructed of the finest Babylonian bricks.
The gates are three in number, and, as usual in the
East, each takes the name of the principal place it
leads to, the northern one being called the gate of
Hussein or Kerbela, the centre that of Tahmasia (a
large village in the neighbourhood), and the south-
ern the gate of Nejef or Imam Ali. The little street
on the eastern side is also closed by a gate, or rather
door. The gardens on both sides the river are very
extensive, so that the town itself from a little dis-
tance appears embosomed in a wood of date-trees ;
on the outer verge of the gardens on the west, small
redans are established, within sight and hearing of
each other, in each of which a matchlockman
mounts guard at night; and for greater security
against the marauders of the Desert, the late Ali
Pasha dug an ample trench round the whole, and
built a citadel (which, as usual in these countries, is
nothing more than a square inclosure) in the town,
on the bank of the river.

Among the gardens a few hundred yards to the
west of the Husseinia gate; is the Mesjid-el-Shems, a
mosque built on the spot where popular tradition
says a miracle, similar to that of the prophet Joshua,
was wrought in favour of Ali, and from this the
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mosque derives its appellation. It is a small build-
ing, having instead of a minaret an obelisk, or rather
hollow cone fretted on the outside like a pine-apple,
placed on an octagonal base: this form, which is a
very curious one, I have observed in several very old
structures, particularly the tomb of Zobeide, the
wife of Haroun-al-raschid at Bagdad, and I am in-
formed it cannot now be imitated. On the top of
the cone is a mud cap, elevated on a pole, resem-
bling the cap of liberty. This, they say, revolves with
the sun; a miracle I had not the curiosity to verify.
The inside of the mosque is supported by rows of
short pillars about two feet in girth: from the top of
each spring pointed arches, in form and combina-
tion resembling in a striking manner the Gothic
architecture. It contains nothing remarkable except
what the people show as the tomb of the prophet
Joshua. This country abounds in supposed tombs
of prophets. On the Tigris, between Bagdad and
Bussora, they show the sepulchre of Ezra; twelve
miles in the Desert to the S. W. of Hillah is that
of Ezechiel, and to the southward the tomb of Job:
the two former are places of pilgrimage of the Jews,
who do not acknowledge those of Job and Joshua.
The district of Hillah extends from Husseinia
(which is a canal leading from the Euphrates near
Musseib to Imam Hussein) on the north, to the
town of Hasca on the south. It is governed by a
Bey, who is always a Turk or Georgian, appointed
by the Pasha of Bagdad, from whom the govern-
E 2
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ment is farmed for a stipulated yearly sum*. There
is also a Serdar or commandant of Janissaries, and a

* For the information of those who may be curious regarding such
subjects, I subjoin a statement of the revénue of Hillah, communicated
to me by the Serraf Bashi of the place :—

Annual Receipts of the Governor of Hillah.

From the farms and villages . . 100,000
Duties on rice, corn, &c., grown in the vicinity
and passing through the town from the Khezail

territory . . . . 100,000
Farm of sesame . . . 15,000
dyeing . I . 15,000

the butchery . . . . 6,000

silk . . P . 4,000
tannery . .. . . 1,000

lime kilns . 1,500

Collections of voluntary contrlbutlons lev1ed on
the townspeople under various - pretexts about

three times a year generallv . . 8,000
Miri on the dates . ’ 20,000
Paid by the Commandant of J anissaries for his

appointment . . . 2,000
Private revenue of the Zabxt, hns own farms, gardens 20,000

Total in pxastres Hxllah currency . 292,500
Add the difference of exchange . . 50,000

Total in standard Turkish pia‘stres . 342,500

Public payments made by him to the Bagdad Government.

To the Pasha . . . . 260,000
Kiahya Bey . . . 30,000
Total in Turkish piastres . . 290,000

He also supplies Government with 5500 tagars of corn and barley,
in value about 165,000 piastres on the average ; but this he levies on
the farmers at the rate of two tagars for every five, over and above the
rent and imposts of their farms and produce. He must also supply
the Pasha’s army or any detachment of it that may be in the neigh-
bourhood ; fee the most powerful members of Government from time to
time, and yet be able to lay by a sufficiency not only for his own reim-
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Cadi, whose office, unlike any other of the same
kind in Turkey, has been continued in the same
family for upwards of a century. The inhabitants
of Hillah bear a very bad character. The air is sa-
lubrious, and the soil extremely fertile, producing
great quantities of rice, dates, and grain of different
kinds, though it is not cultivated to above half the
degree of which it is susceptible.

The grand cause of this fertility is the Euphrates,
the banks of which are lower and the stresm more
equal than the Tigris. Strabo says that it was a
stadium in breadth at Babylon; according to Ren-
nell, about 491 English feet; or D’Anville’s still
more reduced scale, 330. Niebuhr says at Hillah it
is 400 Danish feet broad; my measurement by a
graduated line at the bridge there, brings it to 75
fathoms, or 450 feet ; its breadth however varies in
its passage through the ruins. Its depth I found
to be 2} fathoms, and the current runs at the me-
dium rate of about two knots; when lowest being pro-
bably half a knot less, and when full, a knot more.
The Tigris is infinitely more rapid, having a current
of near seven knots when at its height. The Eu-

bursement, but also to pay the mulect that is invariably levied on Go-
vernors when they are removed, however well they may have dis-
charged their duty. And when it is considered that his continuance
in office seldom exceeds two or three years, it may well be imagined
that he has recourse to other methods of accumulating wealth, and
that the inhabitants of his district are proportionably oppressed. The
regulation of this petty government is a just epitome of the general
system which has converted some of the finest countries of the world
into savage wastes and uninhabitable deserts.
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phrates rises at an earlier period than the Tigris ; in
the middle of the winter it increases a little, but falls
again soon after ; in March it again rises, and in the
latter end of April is at its full, continuing so till
the latter end of June. When at its height it over-
flows the surrounding country*, fills the canals dug
for its reception, without the slightest exertion of
labour, and facilitates agriculture in a surprising de-
gree. The ruins of Babylon are then inundated so
as to render many parts of them inaccessible, by
converting the valleys among them into morasses.
But the most remarkable inundation of the Euphrates
is at Felugiah, twelve leagues to the westward of
Bagdad, where on breaking down the dyke which
confines its waters within their proper channel, they
flow over the country, and extend nearly to the banks
of the Tigris, with a depth sufficient to render them
navigable for rafts and flat-bottomed boats. At the
moment I am now writing (May 24th, 1812) rafts
laden with lime are brought on this inundation almost
every day from Felugiah, to within a few hundred
yards of the northern gate of Bagdad, called the
Imam Mousa gate.

The water of the Euphrates is esteemed more sa-

* Otter came up the Euphrates from Bussorain the month of May,
1743, at the season when the river is rising. He speaks of the em-
bankments raised to keep the river within bounds, and complains of
the detention and other annoyances he suffered while passing through
the extensive marsh to the southward of Babylon, in the country of
the Khezail Arabs, which is formed by the waters of the Euphrates
overflowing the surrounding country.—8ee Voyage en Turquie et en
Perse ; par M. Otter, Tome ii., p. 196. 204.—Eb.
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lubrious than that of the Tigris. Its general course
through the site of Babylon is N. and S*. I ques-
tioned the fishermen who ply on the river, respecting
its bottom, and they all agreed that bricks and other
fragments of building are very commonly found in
it. From the gentleness of the current, regularity
of the stream, and equal substance of the banks, I am
of opinion that the Euphrates would not naturally
alter its course in any great degree, certainly not so
much as the Tigris, whose variations in a few years
are often very considerable. A variety of circum-
stances may however have caused some alterations.
It is evident from what Strabo says, that the neglected
state of the canals had considerably injured the ori-
ginal stream, and it is possible that a part of it might
have continued to flow through the channel cut by
Cyrus for a long time afterwardsf. That some

* In the year 1579 Balbi, a Venetian jeweller, travelling from
Aleppo to Bagdad, embarked on the Euphrates at Bir, on the 10th of
January, and arrived at Felugiah on the 21st of February. On the
24th, at sunrise, they passed a bridge over a stream which runs, when
the water is high, from the Euphrates to the Tigris, and came at noon
to the ruins of a city called Sendia, and then, in half an hour after, to
the beginning of Old Babylon, and going along by the same, at night
came to Nareisa, midway from Felugiah to Basdet, a place famous for
robbers and lions. Before sunrise next day they travelled again along
those ruins, leaving them on the left hand, seeing pieces of great walls
ruined, and one piece of the great tower of Babylon, till, coming to
Muscadon, they saw the towers of Bagdad or New Babylon. From
Felugiah thither the soil seems good; *yet neither is there tree, or
green grass, house, or castle, but mushrooms so good that the na-
tives eat them raw.”—Enb.

-+ Vide Rollin (see Appendix, No. 1), who quotes Arrian, whose
work I regret not having at present torefer to*.

* See Appendix, No. 2.—Eb.
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change in the course of the. river has taken place,
will be hereafter shown.

I have before remarked that the whole of this part
of Mesopotamia is intersected by canals ().
These are of all ages; and it is not uncommon to
see workmen employed in excavating a new canal,
close to, and parallel with, an old one, when it might
be supposed that the cleansing the old one would be
a work of much less toil. The high embankments
of these canals easily impose on the unpractised eye
for ruins of buildings, especially when the channel
has been filled up by the accession of soil, and I
doubt not are the origin of the belief, expressed by
some travellers, that there are ruins in the gardens
of Hillah. Niebuhr and Otter say that the remains
of walls and edifices are in existence, though enve-
loped in woods and coppices. Otter in particular
observes that the site of Babylon is generally covered
with wood* : this is certainly incorrect. On the
ruins of Babylon there is not a single tree growing,
excepting the old one which I shall hereafter have
occasion to mention ; butin the intervals of the ruins,
where in all probability no building ever stood, there
are some patches of cultivation. I made the most

* 1 am unacquainted with the original work of Mr. Otter, and
imagine that the word coppice must exist only in the translation, as
it is an improper term, the only wood being the date gardens of Hil-
lah, to which certainly the word coppice will not apply*.

s Mr. Otter's expression is as follows :—* Le Geographe Turc place
Babil auprés de Hilla, A la gauche du chemin en allant de 13 & Bag-
dad. Aujourd’huion n'y voit qu’un bois taillis.”—Voyage en Turquie
et en Perse, par M. Otter, Tome ii., p. 211.—Ep.
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diligent search all through the gardens, but found
not the slightest vestige of ruins, though previously
I heard of many,—an example of the value of in-
formation resting solely on the authority of the na-
tives. The reason is obvious. Ruins composed, like
those of Babylon, of heaps of rubbish impregnated
with nitre, cannot be cultivated, and any inferior
mound would of course be levelled in making the
garden.

In such a soil as that of Babylon it appears sur-
prising how long some of the canals have remained.
The Naher Malcha, a work of the Babylonian mo-
narchs, might still be effectually repaired, and it is
probable that many of the canals now seen on the
site of Babylon may have been in existence when it
was a flourishing city. Some of the canals were used
for the purpose of navigation, and Alexander took
great pains to cleanse and restore those that were out
of order. Aristobulus, quoted by Strabo*, lib. xvi.,
p- 510, edit. Casaub., says that he went into these
canals in a boat, which he steered himself, and in-
spected the repairs in person, in presence of a mul-
titude of spectators, cleansing the mouths of some
which were choked up with mud, and blocking up
others. In one instance, where the canal led toward
the morasses and lakes of the Arabian side, he
opened a new mouth thirty stadia from the old one,
in a more stony place, to ensure greater durability.
He also dug basins for his fleet; and in performing
these works, it is said the graves of many of the

* See Appendix, No. 3.
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kings and princes who were buried in the morasses
were dug up; by which I understand that the bad
- wls had T e ©T
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three hundred yards broad at its base, from the E.
angle of which a mound (resembling the boundary A,
but broader and flatter,) proceeds, taking a sweep
to the S. E., so as to be nearly parallel with, and
forty yards more to the south than, that boundary :
this loses itself in the plain, and is in fact the most
southerly of all the ruins. The embankment is con-
tinued in a right line to the north, and diminishes
in breadth, but increases in elevation till at the dis-
tance of seven hundred and fifty yards from its com-
mencement, where it is forty feet perpendicular
beight, and is interrupted by a break (C) nearly of
the same breadth with the river : at this point a tri-
angular piece of ground commences, recently gained
from the river, which deserts its original channel
above, and returns to it again here: this gained
ground (D) is a hundred and ten yards in length, and
two hundred and fifty in breadth at its angle or
point, and along its base are traces of a continuation
of the embankment, which is there a narrow line
that soon loses itself. Above this, the bank of the
river affords nothing worthy of remark ; for though
in some places there are slight vestiges of building,
they were evidently not connected with the above-
mentioned embankment.

The whole of the area inclosed by the boundary on
the east and south, and river on the west, is two
miles and six hundred yards in’ breadth from E. to
W. (exclusive of the gained ground, which I do not
take into account, as comprising no part of the ruins),
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as much from Pietro della Valle’s ruin to the south-
ern part of the boundary (A), or two miles and one
thousand yards to the most southerly mound of all,
which has been already mentioned as branching off
from the embankment. This space is again longitu-
dinally subdivided into nearly half, by a straight
line of the same kind with the boundary, but much
its inferior in point of size (E). This may have
crossed the whole inclosure from N. to S., but at
present only a mile of it remains. Exactly parallel
with it, and a little more than a hundred yards to the
W. of it, is another line precisely of a similar
description, but still smaller and shorter (F): its
northern termination is a high heap of rubbish, of a
curious red colour, nearly three hundred yards long,
and one hundred broad, terminating on the top in a
ridge: it has been dug into in various parts, but few
or no fine whole bricks have been found in it*. All
the ruins of Babylon are contained within the
western division of the area, i. e. between the inner-
most of these lines and the river, there being no
vestiges of building in the eastern or largest divi-
sion between the outermost line and the external
boundary. ‘
Before entering into a minute description of the

* 1 saw one found at the foot of this heap, which had an impres-
sion resembling the spade or shovel in use at present among the
Arabs. This is a singular specimen, as I never saw an instance of
any other impression than that of writing on a Babylonian brick. I
therefore made a drawing of it, which will be given in its proper
place.
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ruins, to avoid repetition, it is necessary to state that
they consist of mounds of earth, formed by the de-
composition of building, channelled and furrowed by
the weather, and the surface of them strewed with
pieces of brick, bitumen, and pottery.

On taking a view of the ruins from south to north,
the first object that attracts attention, is the low
mound connected with the embankment ; on it are
two little parallel walls close together, and only a
few feet in height and breadth, which bear indis-
putable marks of having formed part of a Mohametan
oratory or Koubbe. This ruin is called Jumjuma,
(Calvary,) and gives its name to a village a little to
the left of it. The Turkish geographer says, « To
the north of Hillah on the river is Jumjuma, which
is the burial-place of a Sultan.” wf’j > is the com-
mon name here for a skull. It also means, accord-
ing to Castell and Golius, “ Puteus in loco salsu-
ginoso fossus.” [Either etymology would be appli-
cable. To this succeeds the first grand mass of
ruins, which is one thousand one hundred yards in
length, and eight hundred in greatest breadth, its
figure nearly resembling that of a quadrangle: its
height is irregular ; but the most elevated part may
be about fifty or sixty feet above the level of the
plain, and it has been dug into for the purpose of
procuring bricks. Just below the highest part of it
is a small dome in an oblong inclosure, which, it is
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pretended, contains the body of a son of Ali, named
Amran, together with those of seven of his com-
panions, all slain in the battle of Hillah. Unfortu-
nately for the credit of the tradition, however, it
is proved on better authority to be a fraud not un-
common in these parts, Ali having had no son of this
description. From the most remarkable object on it,
I shall distinguish this mound by the name of Amran.

On the north is a valley of five hundred and fifty
yards in length, the area of which is covered with
tussocks of rank grass, and crossed by a line of ruins
of very little elevation. To this succeeds the second
grand heap of ruins, the shape of which is nearly a
square, of seven hundred yards length and breadth,
and its S. W. angle is connected with the N. W.
angle of the mounds of Amran, by a ridge of con-
siderable height, and nearly one hundred yards in
breadth. This is the place where Beauchamp made
his observations, and it is certainly the most interest-
ing part of the ruins of Babylon: every vestige
discoverable in it declares it to have been composed
of buildings far superior to all the rest which have
left traces in the eastern quarter: the bricks are of
the finest description; and notwithstanding this is
the grand storehouse of them, and that the greatest
supplies have been, and are now, constantly drawn
from it, they appear still to be abundant. But the
operation of extracting the bricks has caused great
confusion, and contributed much to increase the
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difficulty of deciphering the original design of this
mound, as in search of them the workmen pierce into
it in every direction, hollowing out deep ravines and
pits, and throwing up the rubbish in heaps on the
surface. In some places they have bored into the
solid mass, forming winding caverns, and subter-
ranean passages, which, from their being left with-
out adequate support, frequently bury the workmen
in the rubbish. In all these excavations, walls of
burnt brick, laid in lime mortar of a very good
quality, are seen ; and in addition to the substances
generally strewed on the surfaces of all these mounds,
we here find fragments of alabaster vessels, fine
earthen-ware, marble, and great quantities of var-
nished tiles, the glazing and colouring of which
are surprisingly fresh. In a hollow near the southern
part I found a sepulchral urn of earthen-ware,
which had been broken in digging, and near it
lay some human bones, which pulverised with the
touch.

To be more particular in my description of this
mound, not more than two hundred yards from its
northern extremity is a ravine (G), hollowed out by
those who dig for bricks, in length near a hundred
yards, and thirty feet wide by forty or fifty deep.
On one side of it a few yards of wall remain stand-
ing, the face of which is very clean and perfect, and
it appears to have been the front of some building.
The opposite side is so confused a mass of rubbish,
that it should seem the ravine had been worked



64 MEMOIR ON THE RUINS

through a solid building. Under the foundations at
the southern end an opening is made, which discovers
a subterranean passage, floored and walled with large
bricks, laid in bitumen, and covered over with
pieces of sand-stone, a yard thick, and several yards
long; the weight of the whole being so great as to
have given a considerable degree of obliquity to the
side-walls of the passage. It is half full of brackish
water (probably rain water impregnated with nitre,
in filtering through the ruins, which are all very pro-
ductive of it), and the workmen say that some way
on it is high enough for a man on horseback to pass:
as much as I saw of it, it was near seven feet in
height, and its course to the south. This is described
by Beauchamp (vide Rennell, p. 369)*%, who most
unaccountably imagines it must have been part of
the city wall. The superstructure over the passage
is cemented with bitumen, other parts of the ravine
with mortar, and the bricks have all writing on
them. The northern end of the ravine appears to
have been crossed by an extremely thick wall of
yellowish brick, cemented with a brilliant white
mortar, which has been broken through in hol-
lowing it out; and a little to the north of it I dis-
covered what Beauchamp saw imperfectly, and un-
derstood from the natives to be an idol. (Rennell,
ibid.) I was told the same thing, and that it
was discovered by an old Arab in digging, but that
not knowing what to do with it, he covered it up
* See Appendix, No. 6.



Digitized by GOOS[G



"USVH ‘AOV4 1SV



OF BABYLON. 65

again.* On sending for the old man, who pointed
out the spot, I set a number of men to work, who
after a day’s hard labour, laid open enough of the
statue to show that it was a lion of .colossal dimen-
sions, standing on a pedestal, of a coarse kind of
grey granite, and of rude workmanship; in the
mouth was a circular aperture, into which a man
might introduce his fist.

A little to the west of the ravine at (H) is the next
remarkable object, called by the natives the Kasr, or
Palace,t by which appellation.I shall designate the
whole mass. It is a very remarkable ruin, which
being uncovered, and in part detached from the rub- i
bish, is visible from a considerable distance, but so
surprisingly fresh in its appearance, that it was only
after a minute inspection I was satisfied of its being
in reality a Babylonian remain. It consists of seve-
ral walls and piers (which face the cardinal points),
eight feet in thickness, in some places ornamented
with niches, and in others strengthened by pilasters
and buttresses, built of fine burntbrick (still perfectly
clean and sharp), laid in lime-cement of such
tenacity, that those whose business it is to find
bricks, have given up working, on account of the ex-
treme difficulty of extracting them whole. The tops
of these walls are broken, and may have been much
higher. On the outside they have in some places

* It is probable that many fragments of antiquity, especially of the
larger kind, are lost in this manner. The inhabitants call all stones
with inscriptions or figures on them Idols, (,..a

+ See accompanying Plate.
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been cleared nearly to the foundations, but the inter-
nal spaces formed by them are yet filled with rubbish,
in some parts almost to their summit. One part of
the wall has been split into three parts, and over-
thrown as if by an earthquake ; some detached walls
of the same kind, standing at different distances, show
what remains to have been only a small part of the
original fabric ; indeed it appears that the passage in
the ravine, together with the wall which crosses its
upper end, were connected with it. There are some
hollows underneath, in which several persons have
lost their lives; so that no one will now venture into
them, and their entrances have now become choked
up with rubbish. Near this ruin is a heap of rub-
bish, the sides of which are curiously streaked by the
alternation of its materials, the chief part of which,
it is probable, was unburnt brick, of which I found
a small quantity in the neighbourhood, but no reeds
were discoverable in the interstices. There are two
paths near this ruin, made by the workmen, who
carry down their bricks to the river side, whence
they are transported by boats to Hillah ; and a little
to the N.N.E. of it is the famous tree which the na-
tives call Athele, and maintain to have been flourish-
ing in ancient Babylon, from the destruction of
which, they say, God purposely preserved it, that it
might afford Ali a convenient place to tie up his
horse after the battle of Hillah! It stands on a kind
of ridge, and nothing more than one side of its trunk
remains (by which it appears to have been of con-
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siderable girth) : yet the branches at the top are still
perfectly verdant, and gently waving in the wind,
produce a melancholy rustling sound. It is an ever-
green, something resembling the lignum vite, and
of a kind, I believe, not common in this part of the
country, though I am told there is a tree of the same
description at Bussora.

All the people of the country assert that it is ex-
tremely dangerous to approach this mound after
night-fall, on account of the multitude of evil spirits
by which it is haunted.

It will not be necessary to describe the inferior
heaps, which cross the plain between the two principal
mounds, and the inner line (F), and whose form and
extent will be sufficiently apparent from the accom-
panying sketch ; but, previous to giving an account
of the last grand ruin, I shall say a few words more
on the embankment of the river, which is separated
from the mounds of Amran and the Kasr by a wind-
ing valley or ravine, a hundred and fifty yards in
breadth, the bottom of which is white with nitre,
and apparently never had any buildings in it, except
a small circular heap in the centre of it near the
point (C). The whole embankment* on the river
side is abrupt, perpendicular, and shivered by the
action of the water ; at the foot of the most elevated
and narrowest part of it (K), cemented into the burnt
brick wall of which it is composed, are a number of
urns filled with human bones, which had not under-

* See accompanying Plate.
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gone the action of fire. The river appears to have
encroached here, for I saw a considerable quantity
of burnt bricks, and other fragments of building in
the water.

A mile to the north of the Kasr, or full five miles
distant from Hillah, and nine hundred and fifty
yards from the river bank, is the last ruin of this
series, which has been described by Pietro della
Valle, who determines it to have been the Tower of
Belus, an opinion adopted by Rennell. The natives
call it Mukallibé («dic) or, according to the vul-
gar Arab pronunciation of these parts, Mujelibe,
meaning overturned ; they sometimes also apply this
term to the mounds of the Kasr. It is of an oblong
shape, irregular in its height and the measurement of
its sides, which face the cardinal points ; the northern
side being two hundred yards in length, the southern
two hundred and nineteen, the eastern one hundred,
and eighty-two, and the western one hundred and
thirty-six ; the elevation of the S.E. or highest angle,
one hundred and forty-one feet. The western face,
which is the least elevated, is the most interesting on
account of the appearance of building it presents.*
Near the summit of it appears a low wall, with
interruptions, built of unburnt bricks mixed up with
chopped straw or reeds, and cemented with clay-
mortar of great thickness, having between every
layer a layer of reeds ; and on the north side are also
some vestiges of a similar construction. The S.W.

* See accompanying Plate.
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angle is crowned by something like a turret or
lantern: the other angles are in a less perfect state,
but may originally have been ornamented in a similar
manner. The western face is lowest, and easiest of
ascent, the northern the most difficult. All are
worn into furrows by the weather ; and in some places,
where several channels of rain have united together,
‘these furrows are of great depth, and penetrate a
considerable way. into the mound. The summit is
covered with heaps of rubbish, in digging into some
of which, layers of broken burnt brick, cemented with
mortar are discovered, and whole bricks with in-
scriptions on them are here and there found: the
whole is covered with innumerable fragments of
pottery, brick, bitumen, pebbles, vitrified brick or
scoria, and even shells, bits of glass, and mother-of-
pearl. On asking a Turk how he imagined these
latter substances were brought there, he replied,
without the least hesitation, “By the deluge.”
There are many dens of wild beasts in various parts,
in one of which I found the bones of sheep and other
animals, and perceived a strong smell like that of a
lion. I also found quantities of porcupine quills, and
in most of the cavities are numbers of bats and owls.
It is a curious coincidence, that I here first heard the
oriental account of satyrs. I had always imagined
the belief of their existence was confined to the
mythology of the west: but a tchoadar, who was
with me when I examined this ruin, mentioned by
accident, that in this desert an animal is found, re-
sembling a man from the head to the waist, but
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having the thighs and legs of a sheep or goat; he
said also that the Arabs hunt it with dogs, and eat
the lower parts, abstaining from the upper, on ac-
count of their resemblance to those of the human
species. “ But wild beasts of the desert shall lie
there, and their houses shall be full of doleful crea-
tures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall
dance there.” Isaiah xiii. 21.* :

In the northern face of the Mujelibé, near the
summit, is a niche or recess, high enough for a man
to stand upright in, at the back of which is a low
aperture leading to a small cavity, whence a passage
branches off to the right, sloping upwards in a west-
erly direction, till it loses itself in the rubbish. The
natives call this the serdaub or cellar; and a respect-
able person informed me, that four years ago, some
men searching in it for bricks, pulled out a quantity
of marble, and afterwards a coffin of mulberry wood,
containing a human body, inclosed in a tight wrap-
per, and apparently partially covered with bitumen,
which erumbled into dust soon after exposure to the

* I with difficulty refrain from transcribing the whole of this most

spirited and poetical chapter. The Hebrew word which we translate
satyrs is D")W literally * the hairy ones,” a signification which

has been preserved in the Vulgate In Lev. xvii. 7, the word is used
for “devils, evil spirits.” The present Jews understand it in this
place as synonymous with DV'_n_ﬁ or demons. I know not why we

introduced the word safyrs,—probably on the authority of Aben
Ezra, or some other commentator,—but we should have been cautious
how we made the Prophet, in a manner, aecountable for a fabulous
being. Since the above was written, I find that the belief of the
eXistence of satyrs is by no means rare in this country. The Arabs
call them Sied Assad, and say that they abound in some woody places,
near Semava on the Euphrates.
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air. This account, together with its appearing the
most favourable spot to ascertain something of the
original plan of the whole, induced me to set twelve
men to work, to open a passage into the serdaub from
above. They dug into a shaft or hollow pier, sixty
feet square, lined with fine brick laid in bitumen, and
filled up with earth ; in this they found a brass spike,
some earthen vessels, (one of which was very thin,
and had the remains of fine white varnish on the out-
side,) and a beam of date-tree wood. On the third
day’s work, they made their way into the opening,
and discovered a narrow passage nearly ten feet high,
half filled with rubbish, flat on the top, and exhi-
biting both burnt, and unburnt bricks ; the former,
with inscriptions on them, and the latter, as usual,
laid with a layer of reeds between every row, except
in one or two courses near the bottom, where they
were cemented with bitumen; a curious and unac-
countable circumstance. This passage appeared, as
if it originally had a lining of fine burnt brick, ce-
mented with bitumen, to conceal the unburnt brick,
of which the body of the building was principally
composed. Fronting it is another passage (or rather
a continuation of the same to the eastward, in which
direction it probably extends a considerable dis-
tance, perhaps even all along the northern front
of the Mujelibé), choked up with earth, in digging
out which, I discovered near the top a wooden coffin,
containing a skeleton in high preservation. Under
the head of the coffin was a round pebble ; attached
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to the coffin, on the outside, a brass bird, and inside,
an ornament of the same material, which had, ap-
parently, been suspended  to some part of the skele-
ton. These, could any doubt remain, place the an-
tiquity of the skeleton beyond all dispute. - This
being extracted, a little further in the rubbish the
skeleton of a child was found ; and it is probable that
the whole of the passage, whatever its extent may
be, was occupied in a similar manner. No skulls
were found, either here, or in the sepulchral urns at
the bank of the river. ' '

At the foot of the MuJehbé about seventy yards
from it, on the northern and western sides, are traces
of a very low mound of earth, which may have
formed an inclosure round the whele. Further to
the north of the river, there are no more vestiges of
ruins ; but the heaps, in the direction of the Bagdad
road, shall be examined more particularly at a future
opportunity.

I have now done with the eastern side of the river,
and shall next proceed to take a survey of all that
remains of Babylon on the western. The loose and
inaccurate accounts of some modern travellers have
misled D’ Anville and Rennell into the belief of there
being considerable ruins on the western bank of the
river, corresponding with those I have just described
on the eastern. That this is not the case, I was
satisfied by the view I obtained from the top of the
Mujelibeé ; yet I determined, for greater accuracy,
to examine the whole bank minutely. It is flat, and



-OF BABYLON. 73

intersected by camils, the principal of which are the
Tajeea, or Ali Pasha’s Trench, and the canal of Tah-
masia. There are a few small villages on the river,
inclosed by mud walls, and surrounded by cultiva-
tion; but there is not the slightest vestige of ruins,
excepting opposite the mass of Amran, where are
two small mounds of earth, overgrown with grass,
forming a right angle with each other, and a little
further on, are two similar ones. These do not ex-
ceed a hundred yards in extent, and the place is
called by the peasants Anana. To the north the
country has a verdant marshy appearance.

But although there are no ruins in the immediate
vicinity of the river, by far the most stupendous and
surprising mass of all the remains of Babylon is
situated in this desert, about six miles to the S.W.
of Hillah. It iscalled by the Arabs Birs Nemroud,*
by the Jews INebuchadnezzar’s Prison, and has been
described both by Pére Emanuel and Niebuhr  (who
was prevented from inspecting it closely by fear of
the Arabs), but I believe it has not been noticed

* The etymology of the word Birs ( w )") would furnish a curious

subject for those who are fond of such discussion. It appears not to
be Arabic, as it has no meaning which relates to this subject in
that language, nor can the most learned person here assign any reason
for its being applied to this ruin. Nn'i’:! 1'1’3 in Chaldean signifies

a palace, and 'l‘)’:,‘! par excellence, the Temple of Jerusalem.

Y92 in the same language, and u“j pl &o }’ “ Ar. mean the habi-

tation of demons, or a sandy desert.
t See Appendix, No. 7.
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by any other traveller. Rennell, on the authority
of D’Anville, admits Pére Emanuel’s ruin into the
limits of Babylon, but excludes Niebuhr’s, which
he says cannot be supposed to have been less than
two or] three miles from the S.W. angle of the city.
No one, who had not actually examined the spot
could ever imagine them in fact to be one and the
same ruin.

I visited the Birs under circumstances peculiarly
favourable to the grandeur of its effect. The morn-
ing was at first stormy, and threatened a severe fall
of rain; but as we approached the object of our
journey, the heavy clouds separating discovered the
Birs frowning over the plain, and presenting the
appearance of a circular hill, crowned by a tower,
with a high ridge extending along the foot of it.
Its being entirely concealed from our view, during
the first part of our ride, prevented our acquiring
the gradual idea, in general so prejudicial to effect,
and so particularly lamented by those who visit the
Pyramids. Just as we were within the proper dis-
tance, it burst at once upon our sight, in the midst
of rolling masses of thick black clouds partially ob-
scured by that kind of haze, whose indistinctness is
one great cause of sublimity, whilst a few strong
catches of stormy light, thrown upon the desert in
the back-ground, served to give some idea of the
immense extent and dreary solitude of the wastes in
which this venerable ruin stands.
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The Birs Nemroud is a mound of an oblong figure,
the total circumference of which is seven hundred
and sixty-two yards. At the eastern side it is cloven
by a deep furrow, and is not more than fifty or sixty
feet high; but at the western it rises in a conical
figure, to the elevation of one hundred and ninety-
eight feet, and on its summit is a solid pile of brick,
thirty-seven feet high by twenty-eight in breadth,
diminishing in thickness to the top, which is broken
and irregular, and rent by a large fissure extending
through a third of its height. It is perforated by
small square holes disposed in rhomboids. The fine
burnt bricks of which it is built have inscriptions
on them ; and so admirable is the cement, which ap-
pears to be lime-mortar, that, though the layers are
so close together, that it is difficult to discern what
substance is between them, it is nearly impossible to
extract one of the bricks whole. The other parts
of the summit of this hill are occupied by immense
fragments of brick-work, of no determinate figure,
tumbled together and converted into solid vitrified
masses, as if they had undergone the action of the
fiercest fire, or been blown up with gunpowder, the
layers of the bricks being perfectly discernible,—a
curious fact, and one for which I am utterly inca-
pable of accounting. These, incredible as it may
seem, are actually the ruins spoken of by Pére Ema-
nuel, who takes no sort of notice of the prodigious
mound on which they are elevated.*

* Le P. Emanuel dit avoir vu (dans la partie occidentale) de



76 MEMOIR ON THE RUINS

It is almost needless to observe that the whole of
this mound is itself a ruin, channelled by the weather,
and strewed with the usual fragments,- and with
pieces of llack stone, sand-stone, and marble. In
the eastern part, layers of unburnt brick are plainly
to be seen, but no reeds were discernible in any
part : possibly the absence of them here, when they
are so generally seen under similar circumstances,
may be an argument of the superior antiquity of the
ruin. In the north side may be seen traces of build-
ing exactly similar to the brick-pile. At the foot of
the mound a step may be traced, scarcely elevated
-above the plain, exceeding in extent by several feet
each way the true or measured base; and there is a
quadrangular enclosure round the whole, as at the
Mujelibé, but much more perfect and of greater
dimensions.. At a trifling distance from the Birs,
and parallel with its eastern face, is a mound not in-
ferior to that of the Kasr in elevation, but much
Jonger than it is broad. On the top of it are two
Koubbés or oratories, one called Makam Ibrahim
Khalil, and said to be the place where Abraham
was thrown into the fire by order of Nemroud, who
surveyed the scene from the Birs ;* the other, which
grands pans de murs encore debout, d’autres renversés, mais d’une
construction si solide, qu'il n’est presque pas possible de détacher
d’entr’eux les carreaux de brique d’un pied et demi de longueur dont
on sait que les édifices de Babylone étaient construits. Les Juifs,
établis dans le pays, appellent ces restes de bitisse La Prison de
Nabuchadnasser ; il conviendrait mieux de dire le palais. D’Anville

sur I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 117.
* The person here referred to is no other than Abraham, respect-
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is in ruins, is called Makam Saheb Zeman ;* but to

ing whom the Mahometans have numerous fabulous histories; the
one relating to his being thrown into the fire is as follows : —they
believe him to have been a subject of Nimrod’s—that he was born
and hid by his mother in a cave until he was fifteen, to preserve him
from falling into the hands of Nimrod, who would have put him to
death, on account of a dream which his astrologers interpreted to
relate to a child who should be born at that time, and become a great
prince, and very formidable to Nimrod.

During this time of the seclusion of Abraham, he saw no one but
hisimother. She was surprised, whenever she 'went to see him, to
find bim sucking his fingers, out of which proceeded milk and
honey ; but her surprise was changed into joy, when she understood
that it was God, who had thus undertaken to supply her son with
nourishment. ’
~ He is described afterwards as being taken out of the cave, and
brought by his parents into Babylon, which is called Nimrod's
capital. On his way, everything he sees astonishes him, and he is
represented as inquiring who is the Creator of all things, and con-
sequently who is his Lord. At first sight of the stars, the moon, and
the sun, he is inclined to worship them as the Creator, until he sees
them going down.

His father presents him to Nimrod, surrounded with all his
courtiers; and, upon hearing from his father that this personage is
the Lord of all the people standing around him,. and that they all
acknowledge him as their God, Abraham looks at Nimrod, and,
observing that he was very ugly, asks his father how it could happen
that he whom he called his God should have made creatures so much
more beautiful than himself; that a Creator must necessarily be
more perfect than his creation. This was the first occasion taken by
Abraham, says the Mahometan account, to deliver his father from
idolatry, and to preach to him that unity of God, -the Creator of all
things, which had been revealed to him during his meditations the
night before. So great was his zeal upon this subject, that it drew
down upon him the anger of his father, and brought him into great
difficulties with Nimrod’s courtiers, who refused to acquiesce in the
truth he set before them. A report of these discussions reached the
ears of Nimrod, and this proud and cruel king ordered Abraham to
be thrown into a heated furnace, out of which, however, he was taken
uninjured : the fire not having been permitted to touch him. The
title given by the Mahometans to Abraham is Khalil Ullah, or the
friend of God.

* This is the same person as is sometimes called Mehdy. He was
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what part of Mehdy’s life it relates, I am ignorant.
In the oratories I searched in vain for the inscrip-
tions mentioned by Niebubr : near that of Ibrahim
Khalil is a small excavation into the mound, which
merits no attention ; but the mound itself is curious,
from its position, and correspondence with others, as
I shall in the sequel have occasion to remark.

Round the Birs are traces of ruins to a consider-
able extent. To the north is the canal which sup-
plies Mesjid Ali with water, which was dug at the
expense of the Nuwaub Shujah ed doulah, and called
after his country Hindia. We were informed that
from the summit of the Birs, in a clear morning, the
gilt dome of Mesjid Ali might be seen.

To this account of the ruins, which are supposed
to have stood in the enceinte of the city itself, it may
be useful to subjoin a notice of some remarkable
places in the vicinity of Hillah, which bear some re-
lation to the ruins of Babylon. Nebbi Eyoub, or the
tomb of the prophet Job, is a Koubbé or oratory situ-
ated near the Euphrates, three leagues to the south-
ward of Hillah ; and just below it is a large canal
called Jazeria (& jl>-), said to be of great antiquity ;
close to which are two large mounds or masses of

the last of the twelve Imams of the family of Ali. He was born at
Samara in the year 255 of the Hegira; and we are told by the
Mahometans that he is still alive ; that he was shut up at the age of
nine years by his mother, who still watches over him carefully, until
the time of his appearance at the end of the world, with the Lord
Jesus Christ, to fight against Antichrist, and to unite Christians and
Mahometans in one.
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ruins named El Mokhatat (khsw!) and El Adouar
()yo¥). Four leagues below Hillah, on the same
side of the Euphrates, but not on the bank, is a
village called Jerbouiya (4<g>), near which is a
considerable collection of ruins similar to those of
Babylon, and called by the natives Boursa (4w,y),
probably the Borosippa of Strabo, and Barsita of
Ptolemy.* The governor of Hillah informed me of
a mound as large as the Mujelibe, situated thirty-
five hours to the southward of Hillah ; and that a few
years ago, a cap or diadem of pure gold, and some
other articles of the same metal, were found there,
which the Khezail Arabs refused to give up to the
Pasha. In the western desert, bearing N. W. from
the top of the Mujelibe, is a large mound called
Towereij (, -’j)!’) In the same desert, two leagues
to the west of Hillah, is the village of Tahmasia,
built by Shah Tahmas, where, it is said, are some
trifling mounds ; this village must occupy part of the
site of Babylon. From the top of the Mujelibé in a
southerly direction, at a great distance, two large
mounds are visible, with whose names.I am unac-
quainted. Five or six miles to the east of Hillah is

* qﬁpjﬁn quasi DN "] in Chaldean, whence the Greek Boro-

sippa, i.s,'according to the Talmuds, the name of the place in Babel
near the Tower, whose air renders a man forgetful. I have not yet
had leisure to search the Talmud and other Hebrew and Chaldean
works for the traditions concerning Babylon, and am unwilling to
detain this memoir (which has already been so much and so unex-
pectedly retarded) any longer for such information: but I have
some hopes of being able to make it the subject of a future communi-
cation.
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Al Hheimar (r..\si\), which is a curious ruin, as
bearing, on a smaller scale, some resemblance to the
Birs Nemroud. The base is a heap of rubbish, on
the top of which is a mass of red brick-work,
between each layer of which is a curious white sub-
stance, which pulverises on the least touch. I have
not yet visited Al Hheimar, but those who have
conjecture, from the grain of the white substance or
powder, seemingly lying in filaments, that it must
have originally been layers of reeds. I have seen a
specimen adhering to a piece of brick, but not suffi-
ciently well preserved to enable me to form any
decisive judgment; but I cannot imagine how
reeds, under any circumstances, could be brought
to assume such an appearance ; and besides, they
are never found in buildings composed, as this is, of
burnt brick.*

To these ruins I add one, which, though not in
the same direction, bears such strong characteristics
of a Babylonian origin,-that it would be improper
to omit a description of it in this place: I mean
Akerkouf (3 }ie), or, as it is more generally called,
Nimrod’s Tower, for the inhabitants of these parts
are as fond of attributing every vestige of antiquity
to Nimrod, as those of Egypt are to Pharaoh. It is
situated ten miles to the N. W. of Bagdad, and is a
thick mass of unburnt brick-work of an irregular
shape, rising out of a base of rubbish; there is a
layer of reeds between every fifth or sixth (for the

* See Appendix, No. 9.
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number is not regulated) layer of bricks. It is per-
forated with small square holes, as the brick-work at
the Birs Nemroud, and about half way up on the
east side is an aperture like a window ; the layers of
cement are very thin, which, considering it is mere
mud, is an extraordinary circumstance. The height
of the whole is one hundred and twenty-six feet ;
diameter of the largest part, one hundred feet ; cir-
cumference of the foot of the brick-work above the
rubbish, three hundred feet: the remains of the
tower contain one hundred thousand cubic feet.
Vide Ives’s Travels, p. 298.* To the east of it is a
dependent mound, resembling those at the Birs and
Al Hheimar.

I shall now inquire which of the public works,
that conspired with its size to render Babylon so
celebrated among the ancients, was likely to have
left the most considerable traces at the present day ;
and how far the vestiges, which it may be imagined
would have remained, correspond with what we now
find.

Of all the ancient writers who have described
Babylon, Herodotus and Diodorus are the most
minute. Much weight must certainly be placed on
the accounts of the former of these historians, who
was an eye-witness of what he relates, notwithstand-
ing the exaggeration and credulity, which may in
some instances be laid to his charge. The accounts
of later writers are of comparatively small value.

* See Appendix, No. 10.
G
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Pliny, in particular, has done nothing more than
copy Herodotus. Strabo’s general accuracy and
personal experience indeed, render his description
of great interest, as far as it goes; but he could
only have seen Babylon at a period, when its public
buildings had already become heaps of rubbish, and
consequently must have depended upon more ancient
authorities for particular accounts of most of them.*
The greatest circumference the ancients have
ascribed to the city walls, is four hundred and eight
stadia ; the most moderate, three hundred and sixty. .
Strabo, who is excellent authority in this particular,
as he must have seen the walls in a sufficiently per-
fect state to form his judgment, allows three hun-
dred and eighty-five ; but the smallest computation
supposes an area for the city, of which we can now
scarcely form an idea. Whatever may have been
the size of Babylon, I imagine that its population
bore no proportion to it; and that it would convey
to a modern the idea of an enclosed district, rather
than that of a regular city; the streets, which are
said to have led from gate to gate across the area,
being no more than roads through cultivated land,
over which buildings were distributed in groups or
patches. Quintus Curtius says positively that there
was pasture and arable land in the enclosure, suffi-
cient to support the whole of the population during
a long siege; and Xenophon reports, that when Cyrus
took Babylon (which event happened at night), the
* See Appendix, No. 11.
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inhabitants of the opposite quarter of the town were
not aware of it till the third part of the day, i. e. three
hours after sunrise ; which was very possibly owing
to the great distance of one cluster of houses from
another, since, had they been connected with each
other in regular streets, the noise and confusion
would, I think, have spread the information of the
event with much greater rapidity.

All accounts agree in the height of the walls,
which was fifty cubits, having been reduced to these
dimensions from the prodigious height of three hun-
dred and fifty feet, by Darius Hystaspes, after the
rebellion of the town, in order to render it less de-
fensible. I have not been fortunate enough to dis-
cover the least trace of them, in any part of the ruins
at Hillah ; which is rather an unaccountable circum-
stance, considering that they survived the final ruin
of the town, long after which they served as an en-
closure for a park ; in which comparatively perfect
state, St. Jerome informs us, they remained in his
time. Nor can the depredations subsequently com-
mitted on them in the building of Hillah, and other
similar small places, satisfactorily account for their
having totally disappeared; for, though it is evident
they would have been the first object to attract the
attention of those who searched after bricks; yet,
when they had been thoroughly dilapidated, the mass
of rubbish, which most probably formed the heart or
substance of them, together with the very deep ditch,

G2
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would alone have left traces sufficiently manifest at
the present day. .

Similar in solidity and construction to the city
walls, was the artificial embankment of the river,
with its breast-work, the former of which Diodorus
informs us was one hundred stadia in length. The
traces of these are entirely obliterated ; for though
on a cursory view, the mound which now forms the
eastern bank of the river, (and which for perspicuity’s
sake I have called the embankment,) would be likely
to deceive observers, yet the alteration in the course
of the river at that place, the form of the southern
part of the mound, and, above all, the sepulchral urns
found built up in it, close to the water’s edge, are
sufficient proofs that it eannot be the remains of the
ancient embankment.

The most extraordinary building within the city
was the tower, pyramid, or sepulchre of Belus, the
base of which Strabo says was a square of a stadium
each side, and it was a stadium in height. It has
been generally considered that Herodotus has given
an extravagant account of its dimensions: he says
that the first platfo.m, or largest and lowest of the
eight towers of which it was composed, was oradioi
xai 7o wanos xai 7o ebgos, which has been rendered
“ g stadium in height and breadth:” which, sup-
posing the seven other towers to have borne some
proportion to it, may be clearly pronounced an ab-
surdity : but wiixos also signifies length, space, pro-
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lixity ; in this signification it combines better with
elpos, as length and breadth is a more usual phrase,
than height and breadth, and the passage then would
mean no more, than that the base was a square of a
stadium.

If a sentence can be interpreted in two different
ways, it is surely not fair to charge the author with
the worst ; and it is possible that, on a critical ex-
amination of the venerable father of history, much
of the blame arising from his reputed inaccuracies
would be divided between his transcribers and trans-
lators.* The tower stood in a quadrangle of two
miles and a half, which contained the temple, in
which divine honours were paid to the tutelar deity
of Babylon, and probably also cells for the numerous
establishment of priests attached to it.

An additional interest attaches itself to the sepul-
chre of Belus, from the probability of its identity
with the tower which the descendants of Noah, with
Belus at their head, constructed in the plain of
Shinaar, the completion of which was prevented in
so memorable a manner. I am strongly inclined to
differ from the sense in which Gen. xi. 4. is com-

* The only passage my memory immediately supplies me with, in
which the word iixes may also be understood in the way I propose, is
the 155th line of the 7th book of the Iliad. Nestor is relating his
victory over the giant Eveuthalion; after having stretched him on
the plain, he exclaims, © Tor 3h pinwror xal xdpricror xrdrer Evda’” evi-
dently-with the idea present to him of viewing the space of ground he
covered as he lay; for he immediately adds, Meaxds ydp eus Zxssce
Fagioges Ivda xal ives, But, I doubt not, better authorities might be
easily produced.
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monly understood, and I think too much importance
has been attached to the words * may reack unto hea-
ven,” which are not in the original, whose words are
D3 YN « and its top to the skies,” by a meta-
phor common to all ages and languages, i. e. with a
very elevated and conspicuous summit. This is cer-
tainly a more rational interpretation than supposing
a people in their senses, even at that early period,
would undertake to scale heaven by means of a
building of their own construction. The intention
in raising this structure might have been displeasing
to the Almighty on many other accounts ; such for
instance as the paying of divine honours to other
beings, or the counteracting of the destined disper-
sion of mankind. For, notwithstanding the testimony
of Josephus’ Sibyl, we have no good reason for sup-
posing that the work suffered any damage, and, al-
lowing it to have been in any considerable degree of
forwardness, it could have undergone no material
change, at the period the building of Babel was re-
commenced. It is therefore most probable, that its
appearance, and the tradition eoncerning it, gave
those who undertook the continuation of the labour
the idea of a monument in honour of Belus ; and the
same motives which made them persist in adhering
to the spot, on which such a miracle had been
wrought, would naturally enough induce them to se-
lect its principal structure for that purpose. Be this
as it may, the ruins of a solid building of five hun-
dred feet must, if any traces of the city remain, be
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the most remarkable object among them. Pliny,
seventy years after Strabo, mentions “the temple of
Jupiter Belus, the inventor of astronomy,” as still
standing ; and all travellers since the time of Ben-
jamin of Tudela, who first revived the remembrance
of the ruins, whenever they fancied themselves near
the site of Babylon, universally fixed upon the most
conspicuous eminence to represent the tower of
Belus. Benjamin of Tudela, Rawulf, and some
others, saw it among the ruins of old Felugiah ; and,
fully bent upon verifying the words of Scripture,
fancied it infested by every species of venomous rep-
tile. If we take Rawulf ’s account,* indeed, he must
in the 16th century have seen Babylon, nearly as
perfect as it was in Strabo’s time, and he has no
kind of difficulty in pointing out the minutest divi-
sions of the city. I believe Pietro della Valle was
the first who selected the Mujelibé as the remains of
this celebrated structure. Pére Emanuel and Nie-
buhr are the only writers who have noticed the Birs
Nemroud ; and the former, from the account he has
given, or the clearness of the idea he appears to have
formed, might, with equal advantage to the world
and himself, have never seen it. :
Notwithstanding the apparent ease, with which
this important point in the topography of Babylon
has been determined, a careful examiner will find
as great a difficulty in discovering the remains of the
Tower of Belus, as in identifying any other part of
* Appendix, No. 12.
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the ruins. . Taking for granted the site of Babylon
to be in the vicinity of Hillah, his choice will be di-
vided between two objects, the Mujelibé, and the
Birs Nemroud. I shall briefly notice the arguments
in favour of each, with the difficulties and objections
which may be advanced, first giving a comparative
statement of their dimensions . with those of the
original tower :—

. English fees.
Total circumference or sum of the

four sides of the Birs . . 2286
Ditto of the Mujelibé . . . 2111
Ditto of the Tower of Belus, taking

‘five hundred feet for the sta-
dium, at a rough calculation . 2000

By this it appears, that the measurement both of
the Birs and the Mujelibé agrees as nearly as pos-
sible with that of the tower of Belus, considering our
ignorance of the exact proportion of the stadium,
and the enlargement which the base must have un-
dergone, by the crumbling of the materials. The
variations in the form of the Mujelibe, from a perfect
square, are not more than the accidents of time
will account for; and.the reader will hest judge,
from my description, whether the summit and ex-
ternal appearance of this ruin correspond in any
way with the accounts of the tower. That there
may have been some superstructure on it, appears
probable, from the irregularity of the summit, and
the quantity of burnt brick found there; but it is
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impossible to decide on the form. or extent of this
superstructure, and it may be thought that there
does not remain in the irregularities on the top a
sufficient quantity of rubbish to account for an eleva-
tion equal to that of the tower, the whole height
now being only one hundred and forty feet. To
those who, from the traces of an enclosure somewhat
resembling a ditch with a glacis, and. the appear-
ances of lanterns or turrets at one or two of the
corners, would conjecture this to be the ruins of
a castle, it must be objected, that the enelosure which
we know surrounded the tower might leave just
such traces ; and indeed we observe perfectly similar
ones in ruins, which we know never could have
been castellated, as for instance, at the Birs, Al
Hbheimar, and Akerkouf; that the corners of the
base of the tower may have been rounded off for
ornament or use, and that the interior appearance
and solidity of the ruin argue completely against its
having been a castle. We have besides every reason
to believe, that there never was a castle at Babylon,
except the fortified palace; and the opinion of a
few Turks, who call it the Kal4da, or citadel, is not
worth noticing.

Of the grand enclosure of two miles and a half,
which surrounded the temple and tower, and was
probably the -boundary of the sanctuary or holy
ground, there are no traces here ; and indeed such
an inclosure would be incompatible with the bound-
ary-line (A). The passage filled with skeletons, in
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the Mujelibé, is a circumstance that will embarrass
equally those, who may be of opinion it was a castle,
and those, who judge it to have been the tower of
Belus ; though, probably, it would be more favour-
able to the theory of the latter, than that of the
former. We gain nothing in this instance by study-
ing position. Major Rennell considers this ruin as
sufficiently answering to the site of the tower of
Belus: he does not, however, establish its position
from that of the other ruins, but assumes it, as a
datum to ascertain the situation, and extent of the
rest of Babylon.

The only building which can dispute the palm
with the Mujelibe is the Birs Nemroud, previous
to visiting which, I had not-the slightest idea of the
possibility of its being the tower of Belus; indeed
its situation, was a strong argument against such a
supposition ; but the moment I had examined it, I
could not help exclaiming, «“ Had this been on the
ather side of the river, and nearer the great mass of
ruins, no one could doubt of its being the remains of
the tower.” As this, therefore, is the principal
objection that can be bronght against it, it will be
proper to consider it first.

I believe it is nowhere positively asserted that
the tower of Belus stood in the eastern quarter of
Babylon. Herodotus, Strabo, Pliny, and Quintus
Curtius, do not affirm this, but it is certainly the
generally-received opinion ; and Major Rennell says,
“ It may be pretty clearly collected from Diodorus,
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that the temple stood on the east side, and the palace
on the west. A presumptive proof of the supposed
position of the temple, should the words of Diodorus
be regarded as ambiguous, is, that the gate of the city
named Belidian, and which we must conclude to be
denominated from the temple, appears pretty clearly
to have been situated on the east sidle. When
Darius Hystaspes besieged Babylon, the Belidian
and Cissian gates were opened to him by Zopyrus ;
and the Babylonians fled to the temple of Belus,
as we may suppose, the nearest place of refuge.
The Cissian or Susian gate must surely have been in
the eastern part of the city, as Susa lay to the east ;
and by circumstances the Belidian gate was near it.”
—Geog. of Herod.,* pp. 3556-357. Now I do not
think these premises altogether warrant the conclu-
sion : in these countries, as has before been re-
marked,{ gates take the names of the places to, and
not from, which they lead ; the gates of Babylon are
instances of this; and the very gate next the Beli-
dian was called Susian, from the town to which the
road it opened upon led ; so that if the Belidian gate
really derived its appellation from the temple, it
would have been a singular instance, not merely in
Babylon, but in the whole East at any period.
It is consequently much easier to suppose there may
have been a town, village, or other remarkable
place without the city, the tradition of which is

* Appendix. + Vide also Rennell.
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now lost, which gave its name to the gate, than that
such an irregularity existed. As to the inhabitants
in their distress taking refuge within the precincts
of the temple, it is probable they were induced to it,
not from its proximity to the point of attack, but as
the grand sanctuary, and, from its holiness and great
celebrity, the one most likely to be respected by the
enemy.

The difficuly is, however, by no means vanquished,
by allowing the temple and tower of Belus to have
stood on the east side: a very strong objection may
be brought against the Birs Nemroud, in the dis-
tance of its position from the extensive remains on
the eastern bank of the Euphrates, which, for its ac-
commodation within the area of Babylon, would
oblige us to extend the measurement of each side of
the square to nine miles, or adopt a plan which
would totally exclude the Mujelibé, all the ruins
above it, and most of those below : even in the former
case the Mujelibé and the Birs would be at opposite
extremities of the town, close to the wall, while we
have every reason to believe that the tower of Belus
occupied a central situation. . Whether the Birs
stood within or without the walls, if it was a build-
ing distinct from the tower of Belus, it appears very
surprising how so stupendous a pile, as it must have
been in its perfect state, never attracted the attention
of those who have enumerated the wonders of
Babylon.

The plan of the Birs varies more from a perfect
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square than that of the Mujelibé, which may be
accounted for, on the supposition of its having been
in a state of ruin for a much longer period. I think
from its general appearance there are some reasons
to conclude it was built in several stages, gradually
diminishing to the summit. The annexed sketch, in
four different views,* will convey a clearer idea of it
than any description would, and enable in some
measure the reader to judge for himself. {

In forming a conjecture on the original destina-
tion of the Birs, the mound situated parallel to its
eastern face, which must have been a building of
great dimensions, must not be overlooked. The
temple attached to the tower of Belus must have
been a very spacious edifice, and formed part of its
quadrangular enclosure, of which it is probable it
did not occupy more than one side, the three remain-
ing ones being composed of accommodations for the
priests and attendants, of course inferior in propor-
tions to the temple : allowing some degree of resem-
blance in other respects, between the Birs and the
tower, the elevation observable round the former will
represent the priests’ apartments, and the above-
mentioned mound, the temple itself. We find the
same kind of mound, and precisely in the same situa-
tion, attached to other ruins which have a strong re-

" * The original engravings of Mr. Rich’s sketches of the ruins of
Babylon were so badly executed at Vienna, that instead of re-publish-~
mg them, it has been judged more advisable to give one view of each
ruin, more perfectly executed, from Mr. Rich’s original drawmgs

+ See the accompanying Plate.
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semblance in themselves to the Birs; and we may,
therefore, reasonably conclude that they were in-
tended for the same design, either the honour of the
dead, the observation of the celestial bodies, religious
worship, or perhaps some of these motives combined.
In like manner we find in Egypt the original idea
of the pyramids exactly copied at different times
on a smaller scale, and each pyramid having its
dependant temple. I leave to the learned the de-
cision of this point, and the determining what de-
gree of resemblance, in form and purpose, exists be-
tween the pyramids of Memphis and the tower of
Belus.

I have dwelt the longer on this most interesting
of the Babylonian edifices, as I shall have but little
to offer on the rest. The citadel or palace (for it
served both these purposes, and was the only fortress
within the walls) was surrounded by an exterior
wall of sixty stadia in circumference ; inside which
was another of forty stadia, the interior face of which
was ornamented with painting, as is the custom of
the Persians at the present day ; and again, within
this last was a third, adorned with designs of hunt-
ing. On the opposite side of the river, and on the
same side with the tower of Belus, was situated the
old palace, the outer wall of which was no larger
than the inner one of the new. Above the new
palace or citadel were the hanging gardens, which,
according to Strabo, formed a square of four plethra
each face, and were fifty cubits in height. When I



OF BABYLON. 95

consider the dimensions of -the Sefivieh palace
at Isfahaun, and other similar buildings yet re-
maining in the East, I see no difficulty in admitting
the account of the Babylonian palace in its full ex-
tent. The antiquarian will consider how far. the
measurement of the ruins enclosed between the river
and the boundary on the east corresponds with those
of the palace: in some respects the Mujelibé would
answer sufficiently well with the accounts of the
hanging gardens, were it not for the skeletons found
there, which must embarrass almost any theory that
may be formed on this extraordinary pile.

There was a tunnel under the Euphrates, of which
no trace can reasonably be expected at this time.
Semiramis, according to Diodorus, erected a stone
obelisk of a hundred and twenty-five feet high by
five feet square, which was cut on purpose in the
Armenian mountains. As we do not trace this mo-
nument in any of the neighbouring towns after the
destruction of Babylon, it is not impossible that some
vestige of it may yet be discovered.

I have already expressed my belief that the num-
ber of buildings in Babylon bore no proportion to
the space enclosed by the wall: besides this, it is
most probable that the houses were in general small ;
and even the assertion of Herodotus, that it abounded
in houses of two and three stories, argues that the
majority consisted of only one. The peculiar cli-
mate of this district must have caused a similarity of
habits and accommodation in all ages ; and if upon



96 MEMOIR ON THE RUINS

this principle we take the present fashion of build-
ing as some example of the mode heretofore practised.
in Babylon, the houses that had more than one story
must have consisted of the ground-floor or basse-
ecour, occupied by stables, magazines, and serdaubs
or cellars, sunk a little below the ground, for the
comfort of the inhabitants during the heats; above
this a gallery with the lodging rooms opening into it,
and over all the flat terrace for the people to sleep on
during the summer.

From what remains of Babylon, and even from
the most favourable account handed down to us;
there is every reason to believe that the public edi-
fices which adorned it were remarkable more for
vastness of dimensions than elegance of design, and
solidity of fabric rather than beauty of execution.
The tower of Belus appears merely to have been
astonishing from its size. It was inferior in some
respects to the pyramids, and did not surpass either
them or probably the great temple of Mexico in
external appearance; and the ornaments of which
Xerxes despoiled it, convey an idea of barbaric
richness, rather than taste : all the sculptures which
are found among the ruins, though some of them are
executed with the greatest apparent care, speak a
barbarous people. Indeed with a much greater
degree of refinement than the Babylonians seem to
have been in possession of, it would be difficult to
make any thing of such unpropitious materials as
brick and bitumen. . Notwithstanding the assertion
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of M. Dutens, there are the strongest grounds for
supposing that the Babylonians were entirely unac-
quainted with the arch, of which I could not find the
slightest trace in any part of the ruins where I pur-
posely made the strictest search ; particularly in the
subterranean at the Kasr, and the passages in the
Mujelibé. The place of the column too appears to
have been supplied by thick piers, buttresses, and
pilasters; for to the posts of date-wood, which was
then and is still made great use of in the architec-
ture of this country, the name of pillar certainly
cannot with propriety be applied. Strabo says,
“On account of the scarcity of proper timber, the
wood-work of the houses is made of the date-tree;
round the posts they twist reeds, on which they apply
a coat of paint.”* What Xenophon and Strabo say
of the doors being smeared over with bitumen, I
understand to be meant of the naphtha oil, wit

which they at present varnish all their painted work ;
the reasons for covering a door with bitumen not
being so obvious. When any considerable degree

* It is curious to compare the account Strabo gives, lib. xvi.
P. 511, of the uses to which the Babylonians applied the date in his
time, with the practice of the present day. He says, the date fur-
nished them with bread, honey, wine, and vinegar ; the stones sup-
plied the blacksmiths with charcoal ; or, being macerated, afforded
food for cattle. The peasantry now principally subsist on dates
pressed into cakes ; they prepare molasses (dibs), make vinegar, and
distil a spirituous liquor called Arrak from them; but of the two
latter uses mentioned by Strabo they are ignorant. Qil of sesame is
still the only sort used, either for eating or burning, as in the time
of Strabo. .

H
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of thickness was required, the way of building was
to form an interior of common brick or rubbish,
cased with a revétement of fine brick ; there are
traces in the ruins which justify this opinion; and
in this manner the tower of Belus (which Herodo-
tus calls @vgyor aregeos), the city walls, and other
buildings of that description, seem to have been
constructed.

We find two kinds of brick in Babylon, the one
burned in a kiln, the other simply dried in the sun.
I cannot refrain in this place from offering a few re-

marks on Gen. xi. 3, where concerning the building
of Babel it is said %% 71333 M WTON th 1N
or oY T WM me':v -un':v-s nn’a Wl wmw'a Qopl)
Our translatlon is: And they said one to another, Go
to, let us make brick and burn them thoroughly : and
they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mor-
tar.” This isincorrect. The Chaldee paraphrast has
e D MO NI RN kNP BO D RO
Accordmg to Buxtorﬁ' and indeed the sense it Stlll
bears in these parts, "Q" means cement, and DI
bitumen; so that the Vulgate is correct in saying:
¢ Dixitque alter ad proximum suum, 